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Gleaning 
By Elizabeth Edmonds 


“And let fall also some of the handfuls of 
purpose” (Ruth 2:16). 


HE gleaned among the barley sheaves 
From dawn till setting sun— 
Beat out the grain that she had gleaned— 
A golden harvest won. 


“Let fall handfuls of purpose,” 
The master spoke the word, 
For Ruth the Moabitess 
Found favor with her lord. 


“Let fall handfuls of purpose”— 
O hear His gracious word 

For us His blood-bought children 
Who own Him Saviour, Lord! 


His “handfuls” fall around us— 
We glean them one by one 

Rich gifts of love and mercy 
From God’s beloved Son. 


And when this life is over, 
In raiment white complete, 

We'll cast our crowns before Him, 
And worship at His feet! 
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The Danger of Indirectness 


Much trouble is caused in Chris- 
tian work by a lack of straightforward- 
ness. If a man has a bad habit, or con- 
tinues to follow a wrong method, or 
has peculiarities that cause others real 


annoyance, it is all too common for his 
friends and co-workers to talk of these 
things among themselves, but not to him. 
Or, in conversation with him, they may 
make insinuations about these trouble- 
some things, without speaking of them 
frankly and directly. It takes much less 
courage, tact, and grace to talk of peo- 
faults behind their backs than to 
their faces, but it seldom accomplishes 
any real good, and generally werks 
harm. It spreads the fire instead of put- 
ting it out, like pouring water on blaz- 
ing gasoline. If a man has a persistent 
and obvious fault, it is more honorable, 
practical, and Scriptural to take it up 
with him personally, as simply, clearly, 
and kindly as possible. When a critic 
ccntemplates this method, rather than 
one of the other two, he may conclude 
to say nothing at all—and sometimes 
that is the best plan. But if it still seems 


ple’s 


imperative that something should be 
said, then the necessity of speaking 
directly, to a man’s face, forces the critic 


to think twice before he speaks, to make 
sure that he really has scmething to say, 
and then to express himself clearly so 
that there may be no misunderstanding. 
This also gives the person criticized the 
opportunity to ask questions, to explain 


< 


things that may have been misunder- 


stocd, and to learn some important les- 
sons if he has a truly humble spirit. It 
would help greatly in most Christian 


rganizations if there were less indirect 
and more direct dealing. This is the 
Scriptural method, and therefore the 
best, and the one which in the end makes 
the least trouble. The Lord Jesus said, 
“Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and tell him his fault 
and him alone: if he shall 
gained thy brother” 
first step, and 


between thee 
hear thee, thou hast 
(Matt. 18:15). This is the 
if it does not succeed, our Lord outlines 
further steps to be taken. Other 
guards are given us in the inspired words 


safe- 


of the Apostle Paul “Brethren, if a 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual, restore such an cne in the 
spirit of meekness:; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1); 
“Wherefore putting away lying, speak 


every man truth with his neighbour: for 
members one of another” (Eph 
4:25). And we are to be willing to 
learn frcm one another: “Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility: for God resist- 
eth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble” (1 Pet. 5:5). 


we are 
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Il. Moral Conditions in Israel 


The second of two editorials by Ernest Gordon 


PIERRE DIEBOLD, a French 
M Messianic Jew, disccunts the 
@theory that the Kingdom of 
God will come with the growth of gen- 
eral good will. “The Bible is of admir- 
able precision in al] its prophecies on 
condition that one tests it in its en- 
tirety. Every interpretation of the 
isolated text constitutes a dangerous de- 
formation of the truth unless it is inte- 
grated into the whole. 
“There lies the error 
humanists. Instead of 


of the Christian 
good will, the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But the saints of the most High 
shall take the kingdom, and pos- 
sess the kingdom for ever, even 
for ever and ever” (Dan. 7:18). 




















outlook is for fearful strife and destruc- 
ticns which will surpass in amplitude 
all that the world has yet experienced. 
That is the teaching of Scripture as a 
whole. These humanists also seek the 
Kingdom of God in ecumenicism, in a 
gathering of all under a single spiritual 
But the Spirit of God alone 
new life. It is the life- 
Jesus sends from His 
The churches are 
means, not end. The construction of 
the Temple—by roadside, in forests, at 
ports, where Temple stones were cut, 
dressed, and carved—is a figure of the 
spiritual workshops and churches and 
institutions at work preparing members 
of the body of Christ.” 

And as it is a mistake to see, in social 
developments in the Gentile world at 
the present time, approximations to the 
Kingdom of God, so it mistake to 


authority. 
can engender 
power which 
throne of glory 


is a 
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equate Zionism with the restoration of 
Israel. Dr, Agnes Waldstein speaks of 
the many friends of Israel who have 
visited the land and returned with appre- 
ciative reports of the wonderful pioneer- 
ing which has gone on. They see in 
this the fulfillment of prophecies which 
are actually designed only for the future, 
The people of Israel are grateful to these 
friends, but the Messianic Jew must 
urge them to a deeper view. 

“Biblical prophecies do not consider 
this the foundation. The Kingdom 
which Méssiah will establish has need 
of quite different bases. Such are even 
today in construction, but where no one 
looks for them. Men still unknown and 
events to come alone bear the germs of 
truly positive development.” 

Dr. Waldstein uses the Parable of 
the Sower to illustrate: 

“Two generations ago the message of 
the Kingdom of God was given anew 
under the form of Zionism, of the land's 
liberation and the outward reconstruc- 
tion of Israel. Many failed to under- 
stand. The message died in their hearts 
and with it all hope. 

“Others, the majority of the citizens of 
Israel, have heard with joy and con- 
tributed much to the return of the peo- 
ple. But when a crisis arose, which 
tarnished the vision, they grew cold, re- 
tired from national life, and have be- 
come self-seekers. 

“Then there is a group of men who 
labor so hard as to risk succumbing 
under the burden of state and of the im- 
migration. They seek to hasten recon- 
struction, to increase economic welfare, 
but the task exhausts them.” 

“The care of this world”! 

These three types correspond to the 
soils described by the Messiah, where 
the seed of the Sower could not emerge 
—the roadside, the rocky land, the 
thorns. 

Only the seed that grew up in good 
land could bear fruit. Jews, who see 
the Kingdom of God in Zionism and 
are ready to give their lives for it, con- 
sist both of true disciples of Messiah 
and of those who do not yet know Him 
but will follow Him _ unhesitatingly 
when they recognize Him. These men 
and women do not yet play a large part 
in public life. They are the good seed 
which lies quiet in the earth and needs 
time for germination. God is reserving 
them for the day when His Son, Jesus 
Messiah, will take the reins of govern- 
ment both of Israel and of the world 
at large, of which He will then say, 
“The former things are passed away. 
. .. Behold, I make all things new.” 





Groups of orthodox rabbis seek to 
establish a severe theocracy on the lines 
of the Mosaic Law and under their per- 
sonal direction. This has naturally pro- 
voked heated reactions. Three move- 


ments have resulted. A League Against 
Religious Dictation is leftist in sympathy, 
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Opposed to them is the Naturej Karta 
(Aramean words signifying “The Guard- 
ians of the city”), orthodox extremists 
who are the declared enemies of Zion- 
ism and of the State of Israel as now 
constituted. They accuse the orthodox 
groups, which collaborate with the State, 
of infidelity toward the Law and de- 
nounce the State as anti-Jew, the Par- 
liament as a house of heretics. Never 
do they name the Ministers of State, 
even in their writings, without adding 
a curse. They invite their following 
to seek martyrdom, and denounce the 
plan to conscript women for military 
service as a sin of Sodom. 

In Jerusalem there has been violence 
from this quarter. Young zealots, pre- 
tending obedience to a law higher than 
that of the State, stone autos driving 
on Sunday and have even burned others 
standing quietly parked. They have 
broken windows of butcher shops sell- 
ing canned meat that is not kosher. 

Finally, there is a Progressive Party 
which is theologically liberal and re- 
ligiously indifferent. 

Strange to say, the Jews who have 
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recently come from Yemen have brought 
another note into the religious life of 
Israel, Yemenites, Persians, and Iraqians 
(these last descendants of the Jews who 
remained in Babylon after the Captiv- 
ity) are really religious. Yemenites, who 
have never seen a doorknob or a faucet, 
bring with them a deep spiritual cul- 
ture. All the men and boys can read. 
These three groups make their pilgrim- 
ages to Mt. Zion with all the fervor of 
their ancestors going up the Temple 
steps. Having lived for centuries among 
Islamic peoples, without any contact 
with Christianity and without the hos- 
tility which American and European 
Jews feel toward Christianity, these 
Jews from Iraq and Persia and Yemen 
seem to be much more open to the mes- 
sage of Messiah Jesus. 

But in general the nation lacks spir- 
itual guides. It is a partial religion 
which is exteriorized at Passover as that 
of nominal Christianity at Christmas. 
This is the most popular of festivals 
since every Israelite has himself expe- 
rienced an exodus back to the Promised 


(Continued on page 794) 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Chaplains in Industry 


Many Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs readers 
will remember the organization called 
Chaplain Counselors for Industry, which 
was mentioned several times in these 
columns a few years ago. It developed 
just after the war, with a view to plac- 
ing evangelical chaplains in industrial 
plants throughout the country. It has 
now been discontinued, and the former 
director, Ernest L, Chase, writes as fol- 
lows: 


The organization, Chaplain Counsel- 
ors for Industry, is no longer func- 
tioning actively. We spent three years 
of intensive investigation of the pos- 
sibility of getting trained men _ into 
industry as representatives of Jesus 
Christ in order to bring about per- 
sonal spiritual integration and, as a 
product, better relations between labor 
and management. About thirty men 
were given training for this field of 
work, out of which six were placed 
in industry in counseling jobs, only 
two of whom are still functioning ac- 
cording to the latest information re- 
ceived. It did not seem profitable to 
continue, 

Among the reasons for at least tem- 
porarily setting aside the project were: 
(1) Top management is made up of 

Catholics, Jews, and Protestants 
(when you go as far back as stock- 
holders), and the pressure from 
Catholics and Jews was for an 
emasculated social service gospel 
rather than real Christianity. 
(2) A denominational chaplain coun- 
selor found it difficult to disasso- 
ciate himself from his sect enough 
to prevent injury to his work 
among men of varied backgrounds. 
The previous experiments in in- 
dustrial chaplaincy and the experi- 
ence with the men whom we 
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supervised was such that industry 
could not measure sufficient tan- 
gible effectiveness to justify its 
place on the payroll. (We ex- 
amined approximately 30 indus- 
trial chaplains’ efforts.) 


We think it was of the Lord that we 
should have tried thus to make en- 
trance in industry in order to reach 
the individuals for Christ, and we also 
felt that it was His will that we dis- 
continue the effort after three years 
of active experimentation, 

At the root of the many motives in- 
fluencing heads of industry against the 
spread of the Gospel among their em- 
ployees is undoubtedly the principle set 
forth by the’ Lord Jesus in these words: 
“No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. You can- 
not serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6: 
24). However respectable and person- 
ally upright the chairmen of boards and 
presidents of companies may be, the 
primary aim of practically all large in- 
dustrial plants is to make money, and 
whatever interferes with this goal must 
be brushed side. Unfortunately, there 
is real evidence to show that this too 
often applies not only to the man of 
the world, but also to professing Chris- 
tians; and in several cases it was the 
poor testimony of professing Christians 
in the management which undermined 
the chaplains’ work. Therefore the di- 
visive element of the Gospel—which 
some employees oppose, but which tames 
the beast in man and produces more 
conscientious workmen—must be left 


outside. 
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Singing From the Heart 


Making the ministry of song profitable 


to oneself and others 


FEW years ago I was attending 

an interchurch meeting in the 

Loop at the Chicago Temple, 
which was crowded. The speaker, whose 
subject was church music, said that any 
music which caused one’s foot to beat 
time was out of place in the sanctuary. 
Shortly afterward, a colored brother on 
the front pew stood up and asked, “What, 
then, would you do with the Negro 
spirituals?” The speaker, who had been 
so fluent, stumbled and stuttered, and 
had no adequate answer to give. 

Recently a fine Christian man who 
came into our congregation said to me, 
“I don’t like the hymns you sing Sun- 
day mornings.” 

“You mean the old hymns of the 
church?” I asked. 

In both instances each man was los- 
ing rich blessing because he would not 
enjoy certain areas of Christian music 
which had been the fruit of walking 
and talking with the Lord. 

Room for Different Types of Music 

What should we sing in our churches 
and homes to the glory of the Lord 
Jesus? Only certain kinds of music? 
In Ephesians 5:19 we are told to instruct 
one another with “psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs.” In Colossians 3:16 
Paul writes by the Spirit, “Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom; teaching and admonishing one an- 
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord.” 

Hence we are to sing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs. Psalms refer to the 
Old Testament Psalter primarily, and 
many of us have enjoyed the singing 
of the Psalms in the kirks of Scotland 
and in this country Hymns are any 
songs of praise. Spiritual songs are any 
class of Christian music prompted by 
the Holy Spirit—anthems, oratorios, and 
hymns of all kinds. The only requisite 
for music used and sung is that it be 
prompted by the Holy Spirit. 

How are we to sing? We are told in 
Colossians 3:16. The Word of Christ is 
to dwell in us richly in all wisdom. The 
Scriptures are to prime the fountains of 
song. We are also to sing to help each 
other. I fear that when we drone or 
when we shout irreverently we are not 
singing helpfully. The Psalmist tells us 
that our singing is to be characterized 
by “gladness.” No matter how heavy 
the burden that tugs at the heart, when 
one comes before His presence with glad- 
ness, the weight is lifted. Let us take 
care how we sing. Another next to us 
needs teaching and strength and can re- 
ceive it through our singing. What and 


Sometimes a light surprises 

The Christian while he sings; 
It is the Lord, who rises 

With healing in His wings: 
When comforts are declining, 

He grants the soul again 
A season of clear shining, 

To cheer it after rain. 


In holy contemplation 
We sweetly then pursue 

The theme of God's salvation, 
And find it ever new; 

Set free from present sorrow, 
We cheerfully can say, 

Let the unknown tomorrow 
Bring with it what it may. 

—William Cowper, 1779. 








how we sing shows what we believe and 
how we live. 

We are also to sing with grace in our 
hearts, Christ’s grace dwelling in each 
one of us. Hence there is an inner song 
of praise which is never stilled. This is 
the counterpart of the audible singing. 
A singing heart produces singing lips. 
The song of the heart finds spontaneous 
expression in our church assemblies and 
also at home. 

Finally, we are to sing “unto God.” 
Frances Ridley Havergal, one of the 
nineteenth century’s great hymn writers, 
plagued by illness constantly, devoted 
her life completely to the Lord Jesus. 
When she wrote her consecration hymn, 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be,” she dedi- 
cated her voice completely to her Sav- 
iour, 

Take my voice, and let me sing, 
Always, only, for my King. 

Another person who wrote for the 
glory of God was Johann Sebastian 
Bach, one of the world’s great composers. 
In Germany a few years ago I visited 
St. Thcmas Church in Leipzig, where he 
first played his religious music. Bach, 
greatest master of counterpoint in the 
history of music, was a humble Christian 
believer, trusting in the Lamb of God, 
who had taken away his sin. On every 
musical composition he wrote, “To the 
glory of God,” or “To the honor of Jesus 
Christ.” 

When are we to sing? The songs of 
Scripture burst forth on all occasions, 
national and personal. There are battle 
songs, hymns of deliverance, such as 
Miriam sang after crossing the Red Sea, 
confession of sin, such as David sang 
in Psalm 51. 

Perhaps the hardest time to sing is 
during the night of sorrow and weeping 
when the shadows are heavy upon the 
soul. Captive Israelites, their homeland 
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a waste, hung their harps on the willows 
of Babylon and said one to another, 
“How shall we sing the Lord’s song in 
a strange land?” (Psa. 137:4.) David 
voiced a lament in the Forty-second 
Psalm: “All thy waves and thy billows 
are gone over me. Yet the Lord will 
command his lovingkindness in the day- 
time, and in the night his song shall 
be with me, and my prayer unto the 
God of my life” (Psa. 42:7, 8). 

When all the cataracts and waterfalls 
of life have drenched our soul, when 
the breakers are rolling up on the shore 
in fearful force, and the night of un- 
certainty and suffering surrounds us 
“the soul that on Jesus hath leaned for 
repose” is given a song. Much of our 
choice Christian hymnody has come to 
us in this way: “Abide With Me,” “Blest 
Be the Tie That Binds,” “Lead, Kindly 
Light,” “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me 
Go,” are a few. 

“Lead, Kindly Light,” wrote Newman 
in the bow of a ship one dark night in 
the Mediterranean, “amid _ encircling 
gloom, lead Thou me on: the night is 
dark and I am far from home: Lead Thou 
me on; Keep Thou my feet, I do not ask 
to see the distant scene; one step enough 
for me.” 


Songs in the Night 
It was the night of Gethsemane that 
the Lord Jesus Christ sang a hymn with 
His disciples and went out as they rose 
from the Lord’s Supper (Matt, 26:30). 
It was the night of impriscnment that 
Paul and Silas sang in the jail at 
Philippi. During the last war I heard 
a Korean missionary tell about his first 
night in a Japanese prison. He could 
not sleep His heart was overflowing 
with song that he was accounted worthy 
to be imprisoned for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus. He sang through the night 
Dr. Wilfred Grenfell, the missionary 
to the Labrador, was crossing a sheet of 
ice when it cracked and he found him- 
self on an ice floe drifting out to sea 
As he sat there an unutterable peace 
crept over his soul and he recalled a 
hymn of Charlotte Elliott’s, learned in 
boyhood: 
My God and Father, while I stray 
Far from my home in life’s rough 
way, 
O teach me from my heart to say, 
“Thy will be done.” 
“And in the night his song shall be 
with me.” 
Cicero, ILL. 
we 
Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents 
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I. Hymn Writers Who Defied Bodily Handicaps 


Men and women whose aspirations lifted thermn—and 
others—above the trials of suffering and misfortune 


RE you handicapped physically? 

Then it is well to remember that 
often physical handicaps have been 
turned into assets. Albert Edward Wig- 
gam informs us: 

“Physical defects and handicaps are 
often a blessing. Edison could have 
had his hearing restored by an opera- 
tion, and the day was set. When the 
time came, however, he refused; said 
his deafness shut out noises and a lot of 
nonsense and enabled him to concen- 
trate better on his work. While deaf- 
ness is distressing, its victims testify 
that it leads to greater mental alert- 
ness.” 

As with deafness, so with blindness 
and vocal defects. There are men and 
women in the hymnal who have shown 
the fighting spirit whereby they have 
been able to overcome seemingly in- 
superable bodily handicaps. They have 
had stamina like that of Paul Wittgen- 
stein, who, when he lost his right arm 
during World War I, believed at first 
that his career as a pianist was com- 
pletely shattered. But, after leaving 
the hospital, he painstakingly set to 
work developing the technique of his 
left hand. Then he set about building 
a concert repertoire by transcribing for 
one hand many of the piano master- 
pieces. At the end of trying months, he 
returned to the concert-stage—the only 
one-armed concert pianist in the world. 
Now a recognized artist, he has appeared 
throughout the world, and rencwned 
composers have written new works ex- 
pressly for his use. 


John Milton (1608-1674) accepted with 
Christian philosophy his bodily blind- 
ness. And this in the face of the cruel 
charge by his assailants politically that 
it was a judgment of Heaven for his 
republican opinions. He said, “It is not 
so wretched to be blind as it is not to 
be capable of enduring blindness.” He 
would show his greatness in forgetting 
self, in the effort to look outward and 
upward. Macaulay pays him tribute in 
the following sketch: 

A mightier poet, tried at once by pain, 
danger, poverty, obloquy, and blindness, 
undisturbed by the obscene tumult 
which raged all around him, a song so 
sublime and so lofty, that it would not 
have misbecome the lips of those etereal 
Virtues whom he saw, with that inner 
eye. which no calamity could darken, 
flinging down on the jasper pavement 
their crowns of amaranth and gold. 

The hymn poem found in many col- 
lections from his pen is that based upon 
the One Hundred and Thirty-sixth 


Psalm, “Let us with a gladsome mind.” 
It should be said that this poem was 
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written while he was still a lad at school, 
fifteen years of age, before blindness 
fell upon him. He was forty-four years 
of age when he was so stricken. But 
some of his most gloricus work was 
done after that, not the least of which 
was “Paradise Lost.” Another hymn 
from the great blind bard is, “The Lord 
will come and not be slow.” 


Alexander Pope _ (1688-1744) was a 
hunchback. I am sorry to say he does 
not seem to have been a very lovable 
character. His person was small and 
deformed. He could wield a most acidic 
tongue. His friend, Bishop Atterbury, 
once described him as “mens curva in 
corpore curvo” (“a twisted mind in a 
twisted body”). But no other poet has 
combined such powers of reasoning with 
such decorations of fancy. In body noth- 
ing but an invalid and a cripple, but in 
mind a conqueror. For nearly a gen- 
eration his villa at Twickenham was a 
center of attracticn. It must be said in 
fairness that his star shone as brilli- 
antly as any in the brightest galaxy in 
English history. His mind dragged his 
dwarfed and miserable body to the 
heights. 

The hymn connected with his name is, 
“Rise, crowned with light, imperial 
Salem, rise!” The poem first appeared 
in the Spectator and received warm 
praise. It was not intended as a hymn, 
but really is an extract from his greater 
work, “The Messiah.” 


Timothy Dwight (1752-1817), as a con- 
sequence of being deliberately inocu- 
lated with the germs of smallpox, as 
was the barbarous practice of his times, 
was left with a very serious eye trou- 
ble. So severe was it that, for the bal- 
ance of his life of forty years, it was 
impossible for him to read consecutively 
for more than fifteen minutes in each 
twenty-four hours. Often the pain be- 
hind the eyeballs and in the frontal 
region was agonizing. Sometimes, for 
long weeks, his eyes were practically 
useless. Yet he has given us one of the 
choicest hymns in the hymnal, “I love 
Thy Kingdom, Lord.” It is a free ver- 
sion of Psalm 137. 

Timothy Dwight served as a chaplain 
in the Continental Army, and was highly 
thought of by General George Washing- 
ton. It is possible that this experience 
explains in some measure the military 
air and patriotic tone discoverable in 
much of his sacred poetry. In his later 
years he was noted for his dignity of 
presence. His features were regular, 
his eye black and piercing, but benignant, 
and his countenance altogether indica- 
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tive of a high order of mind; his voice 
was rich and melodious, adapted alike 
to music and oratory. It is evident that 
his affliction, far from bending him low, 
lifted him up. A saying in his day was 
—‘“the imposing grandeur of President 
Dwight.” 


Josiah Conder (1789-1855) was but five 
years of age when he lost the sight of 
his right eye. It was feared for quite 
a while that the sight of the other also 
would be lost. A kindly physician be- 
came interested in him, and took time 
to teach the lad. And, at fifteen, he 
entered his father’s business, that of 
bookseller and engraver, as _ assistant. 
In this environment it was quite natural 
that he should become interested in lit- 
ature. It was not long before his pen, 
too, became busy, and volumes of prose, 
covering subjects Scriptural, biographi- 
cal, and travel, were published by him. 
He also undertook to write some hymns, 
and about sixty have had a fair degree 
of usefulness. Among them are, “Bread 
of Heaven, on Thee I feed,” “Day by 
day the manna fell,” “Beyond, beyond 
that boundless sea,” and “The Lord is 
King! Lift up thy voice.” 

All this reads rather brightly. But 
the fact of the matter is that the life 
of Josiah Conder was one long series of 
disappointments. It would seem that he 
always had to wage a struggle against 
financial difficulties. The close reading 
of his hymns reveals this problem. Yet 
always there is sounded the hopeful 
and trustful note. His hymns are marked 
by their elevated language, beautiful 
style, and broad theology. Under the 
pressure of worldly straits he wrote: 

When anxious thoughts the bosom (fill, 

And skies look dark above, 

How sweet, reposing on His will, 

To feel that God is love. 

To Him our mean affairs 

Are most minutely known: 

He weighs the burden of our cares, 

And numbers every groan. 


Thomas Hastings (1784-1872) was both 
a poet and composer. His beautiful 
tunes, “Toplady” and “Ortonville,” to 
which “Rock of Ages” and “Majestic 
Sweetness” are set, will be used as long 
as there will be choirs and congrega- 
tional singing. His poems also are par- 
ticularly beautiful. His fine resurrec- 
tion hymn, “How calm and beautiful 
the morn that gilds the sacred tomb,” 
is known to everybody. He wrote no 
fewer than a thousand hymn tunes and 
no less than six hundred hymns. His life 
marks the beginning of a more distinc- 
tive American hymnody, for he brought 
out the hymnal and the tune _ book. 
He worked incessantly for the improve- 
ment of singing in the churches. To- 
gether with Dr. Lowell Mason, he strug- 
gled to change the poor and barren 
music of the early days of the nineteenth 
century into something worth while. 
Their contribution together is one of the 
richest ever made to American praise. 
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Lesson for October 5 


And this is the point right here, Thomas 
Hastings did his share in this great work 
despite a distressing eye trouble that con- 
stantly annoyed and pained him. He was 
always tryingly nearsighted. But he was 
cheerful even in his old age, glad in the 
home that was furnished him by his son, 
It was that son, under whose roof Dr. 
Hastings spent his failing years, who 
said of him: “He was a devout and 
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earnest Christian, a hard student, and 
a resolute worker, not laying aside his 
pen until three days before his death.” 
Among the hymns he wrote were: “Hail 
to the brightness of Zion’s glad morn- 
ing!” “Return, O wanderer to thy home,” 
“Gently, Lord, O gently lead us,” “Child 
of sin and sorrow,” and “Delay not, de- 
lay not, O sinner, draw near.” 


(To be continued) 


Making a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord 


How to plan for and provide good music for your Sunday school 


HE Sunday school song leader is 

complaining, “I don’t know what’s 
wrong. I just can’t get these folks to 
sing on Sunday morning; they don’t 
seem to have any spirit.” 

While it is true that good music in 
the Sunday school will depend upon the 
spirit of the members, the reverse is 
also true—good music in the program 
can stimulate and weld together the 
spirit of the school. 

Music is a time-tested medium for 
expressing the deepest hopes and desires 
of the soul. The very highest type of 
lyric expression is found in the songs 
of David. No one denies that the 
Psalms are tangible representations of 
the close walk of a great soul with the 
Almighty. In the light of this observa- 
tion, it is obvious that good Sunday 
school music can enrich the spiritual 
life of a whole church, 

But how are we going to provide a 
program of this nature? From the out- 
set the problem is to rid ourselves of 
the indifference that often is shown 
toward the musical portion of a pro- 
gram. Schools in which members have 
been singing the same few hymns week 
after week will have the hardest clean- 
up job. Even the best musical programs 
can be improved by carefully polling 
the members’ ideas. 

The biggest and most energetic step 
a group can take is to have a local 
church school of music lasting one or 
two weeks. It would be designed pri- 
marily for the benefit of all those who 
have a part in preparing the programs 
for the Sunday school, but it should 
be open to the full membership of the 
church as well. It should be taught by 
trained musicians from the home church 
and from other local churches. These 
instructors should place stress on better 
group singing, methods of directing, pro- 
gramming, and musical backgrounds and 
meanings. Of course, instruction in four- 
part singing and elementary music prin- 
ciples should be offered to those attend- 
ing who are not song leaders. 

One important factor often overlooked 
is that the use of musically talented 
members for special numbers inspires 
and draws the attention and admiration 
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of the group. Even many of those who 
dislike to sing themselves, or who think 
they cannot sing, will appreciate lis- 
tening to specials presented by their 
friends or classmates. Using talent in 
this manner serves a double purpose— 
that of engaging interest in the musical 
program, and giving experience to tal- 
ented members. It is very often effec- 
tive to have a soloist explain the nature 
of the music he or she is to present, 
as this gives the inexperienced ear some 
guide for detecting the meaning of the 
piece. 

Much improvement can be effected 
by frequently presenting new songs to 
the group, perhaps one at every meet- 
ing. Such a song should be explained 
as regards its author, inspiration, mean- 
ing, and message. A department would 
do well to have an officer designated 
who would be responsible for providing 
just such a program of new music. It 
may, of course, fall to the lot of the 
song leader to see to this. These new 
songs should not be learned at one meet- 
ing and forgotten by the next, but 
should be sung in succeeding meetings 
and improved until they become part 
of the repertoire of every member. 

Now, there will certainly be someone 
in every Sunday school who will ask, 
and sincerely, “Why can’t we sing the 
old favorites more often?” Song lead- 
ers should not go so all out for new 
songs that they exclude old ones. Many 
people resent not being allowed to sing 
the only tunes they know. The best 
way to handle that situation so every- 
one will be satisfied is to sing the old 
songs in a new and delightful manner, 
making them live. There are almost 
as many new ways to sing old songs as 
there are old songs to be sung. For 
instance, a song leader might ask for 
requests of old favorites for the next 
Sunday. Selecting one, he could prepare 
a special presentation of that song in- 
volving the singing of one stanza in 
unison, having the group hum the tune 
while a member sings the second, and 
having the whole group sing the last 
very prayerfully with heads bowed. A 
prayer time could be scheduled at the 
end of the song. 
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In another such arrangement the group 
might sing one verse, have a testimony 
by a member about what that song has 
meant in his life, sing another verse, 
have another such testimony, and sing 


the last verse. These are just examples 
of the many ways of presenting the old 
hymns in a refreshing way. Also, many 
old songs can be enlivened with new 
words, 

Another thing that will keep a Sun- 
day school singing, especially with 
young people, is the frequent use of 
joyous Gospel choruses. There are many 
such choruses available in booklets at 
low cost. Many of them carry a fine 
message. 

One very important item to be kept 
in mind in arranging better musical 
programs for a Sunday school is to plan 
the music to fit the subject of the les- 
son or devotional part of the program, 
Many people lose interest in the musical 
part of Sunday school simply because 
they cannot see any connection between 
the music and the subject matter at 
hand. To plan for music that co-ordi- 
nates with the rest of the program will 
involve additional work for song leader 
and program chairman, but the results 
will justify the effort. The best way 
to do this is for the song leader and 
program director to meet each week and 
agree on music for the following Sun- 
day, or well in advance for special Sun- 
days. 

Outside talent can often be used to pro. 
vide a more effective musical program. 
This, however, can easily be overdone, 
and must be handled in such a manner 
as to seem like the cream on the pudding, 
not to be liberally dispensed. Mem- 
bers will enjoy hearing, from time to 
time, from consecrated musicians from 
other departments, or even from other 
Sunday schools, 

Above all things, however, each and 
every member should be made to feel 
that the musical program is of, by, and 
for him. Good planning will show that 
God can be honored and magnified 
through our Sunday school music, when 
we “make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” 


MIAMI, Fa, 
1 


Comfort for Sufferers 
From Hospital Singers 
By William J. Hart, D.D. 


HE Manchester Sacred Song Associ- 

ation, it was reported in an English 
periodical late in 1949, had contingents 
of singers that visited hospitals in the 
city and district. This tribute was paid 
to them: “Their worshipful and evange- 
listic hymns are much appreciated by 
patients, some of whom are great suf- 
ferers.” Then a specific instance was 
furnished to the effect that one woman 
had written expressing her warm thanks 
for hearing, when in great pain after a 
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serious operation, one group sing one 
of the beloved Gospel songs of Amer- 
ica’s Fanny Crosby: 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh what a foretaste of glory divine! 


Perfect submission, all is at rest, 

I in my Saviour am happy and blest, 

Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

“There came into my heart a great 
calm,” wrote the woman, “and I felt 
sure I should recover.” 

“But her heart can see,” said Frances 
Ridley Havergal once, when referring 
to the blindness of Fanny Crosby, 
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“Submission like this turns suffering 
into service and into sainthood,” said 
Nutter and Tillett when commenting on 
this Gospel song. 

Many regard this as Fanny Crosby’s 
finest song. The secret of the author’s 
serene trust and cheerful faith are 
thought by some to be revealed by the 
blind writer in the lines of this hymn 
more fully than in any other of the 
many which she composed. And so 
heart spoke to heart when the Man- 
chester woman heard her verses sung 
more than half a century after they were 
written, 

Lacona, N. Y. 


The Story of the Hymn, “In Jesus” 


An infidel, in the middle of a poem, steps from 
darkness into the glorious light of salvation 


N NOVEMBER, 1903, when I was priv- 

ileged to be associated with the late 
Dr. R. A. Torrey in his world-wide 
campaigns, we had a campaign in the 
city of Manchester, England. 

At the close of an afternoon meeting, 
toward the end of November, a lady 
approached me as I was leaving the 
platform and handed me an envelope. 
“Read the verses enclosed,” she sug- 
gested, “maybe you can set them to 
music.” I opened the envelope, and 
immediately began to read, “I’ve tried in 
vain a thousand ways,” and the now 
familiar lines that follow. 

As I finished the first verse I remarked, 
“A very unusual hymn. Where did you 


get it?” The lady then told the follow- 
ing story: 
“The verses were written by my 


brother, James Proctor. He was raised 
in an old-fashioned Christian home, 
where we had family prayers. He lived 
as a boy in a good, spiritual environ- 
ment, attending Sunday school and 
church regularly. But, in his early 
teens, he began to read the writings 
of Freethinkers and other infidels. He 
read the error of these writers to such 
an extent that his own faith was shaken, 

“Finally, he renounced all interest in 
the Christian faith. Later he joined a 
Freethinkers’ society in Manchester, 
eventually becoming its president. Dur- 
ing his years of infidelity, he wrote the 
first and second verses of the hymn. 
In the second verse especially he de- 
scribes his own position as an unbe- 
liever, in the lines: 

My soul is night, my heart is steel, 
I cannot see, I cannot feel. 

“Later, when president of the society, 
he had a very serious illness. Fearing 
the end was at hand, he requested me 
to send for a minister of the Gospel. 
A faithful man of God came to his bed- 
side and pointed my brother to Christ. 
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He gave every evidence of renouncing 
his infidelity and accepting Christ as 
his personal Saviour. The illness then 
took a turn for the better and my 
brother began to make a good recovery. 

“One day, as I sat at the bedside dur- 
ing his convalescence he said, ‘Sister, go 
over to the old bureau and look through 
some papers in the top. right-hand 
drawer. You will find a sheet on which 
are two verses of a hymn. I want to 
finish it.’ I went pver to the bureau 
and soon located the paper and began to 
read, ‘I’ve train in vain...’ ‘Yes, that’s 
it.” he said. As he dictated the two clos- 
ing verses. I wrote. 

He died, He lives, He reigns, He pleads; 

There’s love in all His words and deeds; 

There’s all a guilty sinner needs 

For evermore in Jesus. 


Tho’ some should sneer, and some should 

blame, 

I'll go with all my guilt and shame; 

I'll go to Him because His name, 

Above all names is Jesus. 

The closing verse was his testimony to 
the members of the Freethinkers soci- 
ety.” 

I thanked her for the story and prom- 
ised to set the verses to music. The 
campaign ended in Manchester at the 
end of November. Just before Christ- 
mas of 1903 I traveled by train from 
Edinburgh to London to spend the 
Christmas season with relatives. It was 
a dull, foggy day. Visibility seemed to 
be nil as I looked through some papers 
in my pocket as the train rumbled its 
way to London. Soon I was reading the 
verses of “In Jesus,” and, as I read, the 
musical suggestion came and the music 
was written. 

PasaDENA, CALIF, 


oe 
Music is the art of the prophets, the 


only art which can calm the agitations 
of the soul.—Martin Luther, 
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Moral Conditions in Israel 
(Continued from second page) 


Land. But it is hard to discover jp 
these outward manifestations any ally. 
sion to God as their great Liberator. 
Again the Jewish New Year, which be. 
gins in October, will be the first Sab. 
batical Year in the State of Israel, The 
rabbis are devising methods for the cul- 
tivation of vegetables and fruits in fatty 
solutions, thereby to give the land a 
seventh year rest. So does rabbinic 
authority dwell on the letter of the Law 
with little regard to its religious con. 
tent. 

Deuteronomy 25:19 is observed in al! 
its literalness in a modern application 
“Thou shalt blot out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under heaven: thoy 
shalt not forget.” This is why Israelj 
refuse to have any official contact with 
Germany. Every Israeli passport bears 
the indication, “Valid for every coun- 
try save Germany.” The German lan. 
guage is banished from all public places 
and even in classic concert songs Ger- 
man is displaced by another language 
There is, however, a minority which 
frowns on this unforgiving spirit. 

Biblical prophecy is accepted, but 
partially. All Israel, believers as well 
as unbelievers, know that the return to 
Palestine is the beginning of the ful- 
fillment of prophecies and _ promises 
The promoter of this use of Biblical ref- 
erence is the president of the Council, 
Ben-Gurion. In a discussion in Parlia- 
ment on economic projects, he declared 
lately that Israel would have a steel 
industry because one would eventually 
find iron in the country. “The Bible 
said so.” An indication that for many 
in Israel the Bible has again become 
living history! But it is doubtful if the 
people understand that God’s acts in| 
present-day historical occurrences are 
directed toward a determined end. 

The true significance of prophetic 
teaching is neglected by the nation as 
impracticable. All prophetic teaching, 
the threats of judgment as well as the 
consolations of salvation, rest on the 
Commandments, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy micht 
.., and... thy neighbour as thyself.” 
This prophetic message being  unob- 
served, there has grown up a measure: | 
less egoism in all domains of life, which 
eats at the strength of the nation. Here 
are the deeper causes of the moral diff- | 
culties of the country. Some are pro- 
foundly depressed and in despair be- 
cause of this, finding no remedy. The 
power and reality of prophetic teaching 
are veiled from their eyes. They do 
not realize that human society, to pros- 
per, needs far deeper roots than those 
which are satisfied with the general 





well-being of the individual. 
Dr. Waldstein then mentions droughts 
(Continued on page 806) 








Lesso 


Enco 


—_ 


M 


“Mai 
how I 
teen Nn 
a Com 
menta’ 
of cou 
becaus 

“The 
nists f 
the du 
how h 
Almig 
and h 
praise 

“Fo! 
Bible 
I read 
It was 
and ct 
of hoy 
more 
over ¢ 
field s 

aes 
and I 
rather 
tient]; 
that v 
up to 
began 
began 
ually 
more 
I had 
way t 
hat | 
God's 
self a 
he sal 
ul fo 
So it) 
I lear 

The 
irom 
n ho 
narch 
sstant 
raviny 
the ri 
most 
public 

A ¢ 
“You. 
woulc 
Guad: 
Away 
of “G 
the it 
sued 
Evan; 
a leat 
use t] 
priate 
In | 





el 
) 


fer in 
allu- 
rator, 
*h be- 
Sab- 
. The 
e cul- 
fatty 
ind a 
obinic 
» Law 
con- 


in all 
ation 
rance 

thou 
sraelj 
with 
bears 
coun- 

lan- 
laces 
Ger. 
uage 
vhich 


but 
well 
rn to 
ful- 
Lises 
ref- 
incil 
rlia- 
ared 
steel 
ally 
sible 
any 
ome 
the 
3 in 

are 


etic 
1 as 
ing, 
the 
the 
the 
and 
cht 
olf.” 
10b- 


ire- | 


Lich 
lere 


iffi- | 


ro- 
be- 
The 
jing 


do 


"OS- | 


ose 
ral 














Lesson for October 5 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





concerning his long prison expe- 
rience in Czechoslovakia: 

“Many times people have asked me 
how I was able to get through seven- 
teen months of solitary confinement in 
a Communist prison without cracking up 
mentally and physically. The answer, 
of course, is that it was possible only 
because of the power of prayer. 

“The tremendous thing the Commu- 
nists forget is that no matter how deep 
the dungeon, or how thick its walls, or 
how heavily guarded, they cannot keep 
Almighty God out of the prisoner’s mind 
and heart, and they cannot keep the 
praise of God from a man’s lips. 

“Fortunately I was allowed to read the 
Bible most of the time I was in prison. 
I read it through twice, word for word. 
It was an unending source of inspiration 
and consolation. I found in it messages 
of hope and strength that, in easier and 
more comfortable days, I had passed 
over as a blind man might walk over a 
field strewn with diamonds. 

“‘Pray without ceasing,’ said St. Paul, 
and I did just that. At first I prayed 
rather desperately, perhaps even impa- 
tiently, that God would get me out of 
that vile prison. But as the weeks added 
up to months, and as my Bible reading 
began to pay me spiritual dividends, I 
began to pray with more patience. Grad- 
ually it began to occur to me that I was 
more calm and more confident because 
I had ceased trying to influence God’s 
way to be my way, and instead prayed 
hat my way and my will would be 
God’s way and God’s will. I found my- 
self agreeing with Alexis Carrel when 
he said that prayer is ‘the most power- 
ul form of energy one can generate.’ 
50 it was in a godless Communist prison 
I learned to pray and to trust.” 

The Persecution.—Mrs, Carder writes 
irom the Canary Islands of a procession 
n honor of the Virgin in which the 
narchers sang, “Get out! Get out! Prot- 
stants,” a vicious little song. Similar 
vavings are heard over the radio, Over 
the radio, too, girls sing “worldly, al- 
most shady songs to the Virgin and are 
publicly thanked by the priest.” 

A call to Catholics in Mexico runs: 
“You, as Mexicans, must resist those who 
would take from you the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, captain in our holy wars. 
Away with Protestants”—quite in the vein 
of “Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” but 
the interesting thing is that this is is- 
sued by the National Committee of 
Evangelical Defense. They have taken 
a leaf from the Modernists who so often 
use the term “evangelical” as if appro- 
priate for them. 

In spite of persecution, true evangel- 
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ical religion is growing in Colombia, In 
Barranquilla, where ten years ago there 
were three small congregations, there 
are now ten, some quite large: in Bo- 
gcta, at least five new congregations 
have sprung up during the past three 
years, and even more startling growth 
has been made in rural areas, This 
naturally angers the priests. The Gov- 
ernment of Colombia makes a grant of 
money each year to the Vatican. If the 
papacy is strong enough to exact that, 
it should be powerful enough to stop 
persecution. Presumably it does not 
wish to, for it made no protest against 
the terrible massacres in Jugoslavia in 
1943 in which its clergy were engaged. 
A fine person to whom to send an Amer- 
ican ambassador! 


Le Flambeau Evangelique (the Evan- 
gelical Torch) is the name of a four- 
page monthly distributed in Canada in 
the French language. And not only in 
Canada. Thousands of these Gospel 
messages are going to France, Belgium, 
Madagascar, Belgian Congo, Liberia, as 
well as to Indo-China, Haiti, Guadeloupe, 
Martinique, and the Dominican Repub- 
lic. “The latest request for a large quan- 
tity came from an Armenian in Egypt.” 

A free New Testament is offered to 
everyone in Canada and the United 
States who will promise to read it. The 
editor is the Rev, D. Vandervalk of 
Bondville, Quebec. 

Here also are two large farms ideally 
located, which are being used as homes 
for boys and girls respectively. Since 
1948 eighty-one French Canadian chil- 
dren have been cared for. Write for 
monthly prayer letter to the Rev. D. 
Vandervalk, Bondville, Quebec. 


A Mockery of “Relief.”—Hungary is 
under the heel of Communism, and we 
have paid $120,000 to bail out two of our 
airmen from this prison-house. Yet the 
United States Relief Parcel Service, Inc., 
1220 Second Ave., New York 21, is send- 
ing out a price list of duty-free gift 
parcels delivered anywhere in Hungary. 
Of the 24 parcels described, 14 have 
liquor included, with the notice: 

“Addressee in Budapest can person- 
ally select among Tokay and Budacsony 
wines or whiskies and liquors.” Here 
are sample “relief” packages: 
“Dear”—Price $10.50. One pound of tea, 

3. Ibs, of cocoa, a bottle of liquor. 

(What costly liquor that must be!) 
“Grand”—Price $13.50. Two pounds of 

coffee, half pound of tea, 1 pound of 

cocoa, 3 Ibs. of rice, 2 tins of sardines, 

2 bottles of liquor. 

“Happy”"—Price $20. Three pounds of 

coffee. 2 Ibs. of cocoa, 1 lb. of tea, 3 
bottles of liquor. 
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“Captain”"—Price $6. Three bottles of 
liquor. 

Cardinal Segura’s recent blast against 
Spanish Protestants, “breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter,” has brought 
from the organ of Archbishop Schulte 
of Indianapolis a sharp rebuke. “The 
Spanish cardinal is four centuries be- 
hind the times. American Catholics 
should be relieved of the strain which 
Spanish obscurantism entails.” “We 
have spent weary hours cleaning up 
the blood the Spaniards overzealously 
spilled in the Inquisition. If they wish 
to call the cops on the Protestants four 
centuries later, they can take the blame 
on themselves. In America competition, 
not suppression [is the recognized 
method]—to follow one’s conscience, to 
build one’s churches, and to worshin as 
one chooses, so long as it does not in- 
fringe upon the rights of others.” 

No doubt news from Spain has been 
a great embarrassment to American 
Catholics. But has it been to the Vati- 
can? Pius XII appears to have approved 
the terrible massacres in Jugoslavia in 
wartime. We have no doubt very many 
American Catholics who agree with the 
Indianapolis statement to the effect 
that “American Catholicism flourishes 
in this Protestant stronghold, which is 
America, where free-for-all competition 
prevails.” 

We are told that “Protestantism in 
America has lost most of the vigor and 
drive that once characterized it.” This 
is true of apostate Protestantism ex- 
pressed in Unitarianism and Modernism 
But behind this decrepit apostasy, en- 
tombed in the National Council of 
Churches, is rising a new Prctestant 
movement of great vitality and promise, 
year by year ever stronger. 

The Home of Onesiphorus, which has 
done so much for Chinese waifs, has 
now established two homes for needy 
Arab children, one in the Lebanon ard 
another in the Hashemite Kingdom of 
the Jordan. This with the permission 
of the Arab governments! Indeed that 
of Jordania stipulated that the Home of 
Onesiphorus should cpen branch homes 
wherever needed and that spiritual 
teaching be given the children, as well 
as general, 

It is hoped charities 


that these may 


give opportunity for evangelism of 
Islam. One Bedouin chieftain, talking 
with Mr. Agerstrand of these Homes, 
even said, “I give you my tribe! Bring 


us your Bibles!” 


us 


In prayer I have not only to ask for 
things, but to realize the presence of 
Him to whom I speak.—Choice Gleanings 
Calendar, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. OCTOBER 5. JESUS BEGINS HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY 


Matthew 3 and 4; printed text, 3:16 to 4:11, 17 


Golden Text.—Lo, | come . 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 3:16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him: 
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 


Chap. 4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 

2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, 
he was afterward an hungred. 

3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread, 

4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God. 

5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 


. . to do thy will, O God.—Heb. 10:7 


thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear 
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. 

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, 
and the glory of them; 

9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, 
if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for 
it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. 

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came 
and ministered unto him, 

17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
Repent: fer the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

T MAY seem strange to begin a study 
[« Matthew's Gospel in the third 

chapter instead of at the beginning. 

We are not going to skip the first two 
chapters. The lesson committee appar- 
ently decided to reserve them for the 
Christmas season, so we shall catch them 
up the last two Sundays of December. 

For a few weeks, while we are get- 
ting into this great Gospel, I plan to 
present some matters of general inter- 
est in the Approach, with one or two 
book recommendations each week. 

While the authorship of the first of 
our Gospels has been much disputed, 
there is no good reason to doubt that 
it was written by the Apostle Matthew, 
who was called from the toll booth near 
Capernaum to be a follower of the Lord 
Jesus (Matt. 9:9). He was one of the 
hated class of Jews who had so far col- 
laborated with the Roman conquerors as 
to become a farmer of taxes for the for- 
eign powers. As a class the publicans 
were regarded as extortioners, and most 
of them waxed rich by their sharp and 
oppressive practices. Mark and Luke 
use the name Levi in writing of their 
fellow evangelist (Mark 2:14; Luke 5: 
27). This was probably his name before 
conversion. Whether the Lord renamed 
him, as -He did Simon, or whether he 
took a new name upon himself to sig- 
nify a complete breach with the old life, 
we do not know. 

A very early tradition, traceable to 
Papias, who was Bishop of Hierapolis 
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early in the second century, credits 
Matthew with a collection of our Lord’s 
sayings, called the Logia, written in He- 
brew. Apparently tHis work, of which 
we have no trace as an independent 
volume, became identified with Mat- 
thew’s Gcspel, for Origen declares: “The 
first (Gospel) was written by St. Mat- 
thew, once a taxgatherer, afterward an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, who published 
it for the benefit of Jewish converts, 
composed in the Hebrew language.” 
There is no evidence of an original Gos- 
pel in Hebrew, but there can be nc doubt 
that, if Matthew did compile the Logia 
in Hebrew for the benefit of Jewish con- 
verts, he included much of its contents 
in his Greek Gospel, for Matthew’s is 
supremely the Gospel of the sayings of 
Christ. The Jews were bilingual, and 
Matthew’s position would certainly de- 
mand literary ability in both Hebrew 
and Greek. 

We cannot with certainty and accuracy 
pin down the date of this Gospel, but 
it seems clear that it was written be- 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70. The year 58 is a probable ap- 
proximate. 

For a general study of the Gospels, 
with an excellent section on Matthew, 
I suggest W. Graham Scroggie’s “A 
Guide to the Gospels” (available about 
Nov. 1 from Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $9), and for exposition, G. 
Campbell Morgan’s “The Gospel Accord- 
ing to Matthew” (Revell, $3.50). 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 3:16—“And, lo, the heavens 
were opened .. , and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove.” This 


took place at the time of His baptism, 
when He committed Himself to that 
identification with sinners that would 
ultimately bring Him to the cross. This 
constituted his “anointing” as Son of 
man for the ministry ahead. See Isaiah 
61:1-3; Luke 4: 16-21. 

Verse 17.—“This is my beloved Son.’ 
According to the record, the voice from 
Heaven came to our Lord: three times, 
and each time it was when He was com- 
mitting Himself to the cross (Luke 9: 
30, 31, 35; John 12: 23-28). 

Chap. 4:1.—“Then was Jesus led up 
of the spirit .. , to be tempted.” Jesus 
was filled with the Spirit, and led by 
the Spirit, and as such was exposed to 
temptation. Being Spirit-filled does not 
give immunity to temptation, but forti- 
fies against it. Our Lord’s temptaticns 
were not of the nature described in 
James 1:14. They all came from without. 

Verse 2.—‘He had fasted forty days 
and forty nights .. . hungred.” He was 
greatly sustained, but the demands of 
the body began to assert themselves. He 
was true man, bone of our bone and 
flesh of our flesh. See also Moses (Exod. 
24:18; 34:28) and Elijah (1 Kings 19:8). 

Verse 3.—“If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made 
bread.” The “if” here is not used to 
question the divine Sonship of Jesus, but 
to invite Him to use the powers and 
prerogatives of the divine Sonship in- 
dependently, in order to meet His pres- 
ent physical need. Doubtless Satan had 
drawn attention to some stones shaped 
like loaves, to make the suggestion more 
poignant. 

Verse 4.—“Man shall not live by bread 
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Lesson for October 5 


alone, but by every word , . . of God.” 
Christ refused to assert His divine pre- 
rogative, but accepted His assumed place 
as man, affirmed His dependence on God 
the Father, and recalled that man’s pri- 
mary need is not physical, but spiritual. 


All this was drawn from Deuteron- 
omy 8:3. 
Verse 5.—“Then the devil .. . setteth 


him on a pinnacle of the _ temple.” 
Whether the Devil carried Jesus bodily, 
or transported Him in vision, to the pin- 
nacle (or wing) of the Temple, need not 
disturb us. The position looked down on 
the thronging Worshipers in the Temple 
courts. 


Verse 6.—“Cast thyself down: for it is 
written, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee.” The trust in God 
which our Lord had just made the basis 
of His refusal to turn the stcnes into 
bread is now the point of temptation. 
“Give a real demonstration of this trust 
in your Father which you so profess. 
Here is His own word, giving you, His 
Son, assurance of angelic protection. 
How it would honor your Father to 
have you prove the faithfulness of His 
promise! Cast thyself down!” But turn 
to Psalm 91:11, 12, and see the important 
words which Satan omitted. 


Verse 7.—“Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God.” Cited from Deuter- 
onomy 6:16. It is not for us to create 
situations in which tc prove God's faith- 
fulness, but to trust Him in the situation 
which He creates or permits. 

Verse 8.—“Sheweth him all the king- 
doms of the world, and the glory of 
them.” Here the temptation entered 
the realm of Christ’s very purpose in 
coming into the world. These kingdcms 
were His by divine decree (Psa, 2:7-9). 

Verse 9.—“All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship 
me.” See the additiona] statement in 
Luke 4:6. Satan was here parading his 
authority as prince of this world. He 
proposed easier terms of possession than 
those appointed by God, just an act of 
homage instead of the way of the cross. 


Verse 10.—“Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only.” Satan 
was asking for something to which he 
had no right, and the Lord’s utter loy- 
alty would not yield. So Jesus would 
no more accept kingdoms from Satan 


than He would accept bread. (See 
Deut. 6:13.) 

Verse 11.—“Then the devil leaveth ... 
and . . . angels came.” Heavenly re- 
freshment is always at hand for the 


tempted soul. 


Verse 17.—‘“From that time . . . the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The 
victory of Christ over the Devil’s fiercest 
assaults gave Him the right to proclaim 
the Kingdom cf Heaven. But it is a king- 
dom of righteousness, and demands re- 
pentance from all who would enter. 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. September 28.—The Glory of Solo- 
mon’s Empire (Temperance. ) 
1 Kings 4:20-34; 7:1-8; 9:10 to 11:43 
Next Week's Lesson 


2. October 12.—Jesus 
Christian Life 


Describes the 
Matthew 5 








The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ came to challenge Satan’s hold 
on men. Satan’s answer was an attempt 
to reduce Jesus to the same bondage. 
All the ingenuity of hell went into that 
attempt. The first assault was in the 
sphere of the body. Our Lord was “in 
the body” as really as we are, and the 
physical needs and appetites were pres- 
ent as sharply as in us. After forty 
days of fasting, He was hungry, doubt- 
less literally weak with hunger. The 
body demanded attenticn, but in that 
wilderness there was little to feed upon. 
Then came the temptation to call upon 
His divine powers to serve His human 
need. It seemed legitimate enough, and 
logical enough. But such action would 
involve three things: the magnifying of 
the physical above the spiritual, a dec- 
laration of independence from the 
Father, and an acceptance of guidance 
from Satan. He refused. Thus He main- 
tained the supremacy of the spiritual, 
and preserved His utter loyalty to and 
trust in His Father. 

The second temptation (according to 
Matthew’s order) was in the very realm 
which Christ had just pronounced su- 
preme—the spiritual. It touched that 
very trust in God which He had just 
declared the basis of His life. Demon- 
strate your professed trust! See, here is 
God’s own promise for you: “He shall 
give his angels charge over thee. 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.” 
° 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


ROM what occupation did Matthew 

come to follow Jesus? 

2. By 
known? 

3. What was the particular significance 
of John’s baptism? 

4. On what three occasions did the 
voice from Heaven come to Jesus? 

5. On what occasions did angels min- 
ister to Jesus? 

6. What is noticeable about the time 
of our Lord’s temptation? 

7. What was the essence of the first 
temptation? 

8. What phrase did Satan leave out 
in quoting from Psalm 91? 

9. What did Jesus mean by the phrase, 
“tempt the Lord thy God”? 

10. What weapon did Jesus use to an- 
swer the several temptations? 


what other name is Matthew 


(Answers on page 804) 
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You believe His Word? Show that you 
do by giving Him an opportunity to 
make it good “Cast thyself down.” 
“Even the Devil can cite Scripture for 
his purpose,” and he has a way of gar- 
bling the Scripture itself cr of misapply- 
ing it. He did bcth here. He omitted 
a very important phrase which indicates 
that the promise holds good in the way 
appointed by God for His people, not 
in paths of their own chcosing: and he 
applied it to an artificially created situa- 
tion, whereas it refers to situations over 
which the child of God has no control. 
Instead of proving His trust, then, such 
an act as Satan prcposed would have 
been a tempting of God and a denial of 
true faith. 

The third test touched our Lord's mis- 
sion to earth. The kingdoms of this 
world had been promised te Him (Psa. 
2:7-9). but they were to be His by pur- 
chase of blcod, by the hard way of the 
cross, and His possession was to end the 
Devil’s hold and claim upon the world 
and all in it. Satan proposed a com- 
promise. He would have no objection 
to Christ's being Lord of the nations so 
long as he (Satan) was overlord. Surely 
one act of homage was a lot easier than 
going to the crcss! It was just a matter 
of recognizing Satan’s legal right, and 
the old feud would end in amicable 
agreement. But our Lord had no hom- 
age for any but God, and that word, 
“Get thee hence, Satan,” was prophetic 
of the day when the Adversary will be 
cast out forever 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. The King finds the approval of 

Heaven (Matt, 3:16, 17) 
(1) The opened skies 
(2) The approving voice 
(3) The descending dove 
2. The King faces the assaults of hell 
(chap. 4:1-11) 
(1) In the sphere of appetite 
(2) In the sphere of trust 
(3) In the sphere of mission 
Topics for Development 
Why Was Jesus Baptized? 

1. As an act of identification with men 
(Heb, 2:17). 

2. As an act of identification with 
men’s sin, which He had come to bear. 

3. As an act of righteousness—obeying, 
as man, all the precepts (Matt. 3:15) 

4. As an act of self-committal to the 
cross, which stood at the end of the 
chosen path 

Why Was Jesus Tempted? 

1. The new Adam must be tested on 
the same ground as the first Adam. 

2. His challenge to the kingdom of 
Satan called for this insidicus assault. 

3. It was part of the qualification for 
His high priestly work (Heb, 2:18; 4:15). 
Personal Applications 

Have you submitted to a baptism of 
self-committal to the will of God, as our 
Lord did at Jordan? 
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After special blessing, watch for an 
unusual temptation. 

If you put the body first, you are 
claiming prior kinship with the beast 
rather than with God. 

Trust in God is not an item for dis- 
play, but a principle of life. 

Practice quoting Scripture correctly, 
and ycu will be less likely to apply it 
wrongly. 

There are no short cuts to the King- 
dom of God. There is no crown save 
by way of the Cross. 

Only those in whom the kingdom of 
hell has been routed have a right to 
preach the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Do you commit yourself to divine care 
on starting a journey, and then break 
every rule of the road in expectation 
of such care? 

Golden Text 

Heb. 10:7.—“Lo. I come , , , to do thy 
will, O God.” That is what our Lord 
said at His coming into the world, He 
said it in the act of baptism, He said 
it in face of every temptation, He said 
it every step to the cross. And see what 
that “will” did for us! (Heb. 10:10, 14.) 
Have we joined our Lord in making the 
doing of God’s will the sole purpose of 
life? 

ELMHuvRST, ILL, 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“More About Jesus” 

“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Mer- 
ciful Father, we thank Thee for Thy 
greatest mercy, the sending of Thy 
dear Son to be our Saviour. We 
thank Thee for a fresh opportunity 
to study His life, His words, and 
His works. Bless our teachers as they 
prepare these lessons and ourselves as 
we receive their instruction. Make our 
hearts responsive to Thy truth and de- 
voted to our Saviour. Give help and 
healing to the sick, comfort and support 
to the afflicted, recovery to the lost and 
straying. Cause the preaching of the 
Gospel today to bring many into a new 
life. May our troubled world take the 
way of repentance back to Thee. Guide 
those who control the nations and bring 
to earth a peace founded on justice. 
Forgive our sins and make us forgiving. 
Guard and direct our way constantly, 
and bring in the Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ. In His name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Let us take special 
note cf two things about our Lord in 
His victory over Satan in the wilderness: 
first, how well He knew His Bible, and 
then how well He used His Bible. 

Like the Psalmist, the Lord Jesus 
could have said, “Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart.” Through the years of 
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boyhood and early 


manhood He had _ yourself in God’s Word and it will en- 
and wrong as 


stored His mind with the Word of God. lighten you about right 
As a result He was able to test each nothing else can, 


suggestion of Satan by God’s Word. Now notice how well Christ used the 
Knowing His Bible so well, He imme- Scriptures. He could have 
diately saw where the wrong lay in each 
temptation, and quickly repelled each word have I hid in mine heart, 
thrust of Satan. We shall never see the ‘might not sin against thee.” 














wrong in many of life’s temptations if 
we cannot view them in the light of 
Scripture. It is not enough to say, Let 
a man follow his conscience. Conscience 
needs first to be enlightened by the 


Word of God. Cruel and evil customs Vancouver, B. C., CaN, 


of heathen people are endorsed by their 
wrongly instructed consciences. Only 
the light of God’s truth can give our 
conscience the right standard of judg- 
ment. The sundial can show us the right 
time when the sun 
night you might shine a flashlight on the 
dial and never know the right time. 17).—It is blessed to notice that imme- 
baptism—the 


we 


is shining, but at 


It all depends what light shines on it. diately after our Lord’s 


And to guide men 


aright, conscience symbol and pledge of His death for our 


September 20, 


always the proper use of God's Word, 
BE RULED BY GOD'S wis not just to detect wrong and discern 
REVEALED ORD right, but to avoid wrong and do right 
in God’s sight. Christ was ever a doer 
of the Word, never a hearer only. 
obey His Father was His first aim, 
must be ours. Only those can overcome 
temptation who follow Christ in putting 
duty to God ahead of everything else. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“This is my beloved Son” 


must have the light of Holy Scripture sins—the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, 


to illumine its judgments. So steep Holy Spirit are for the first time aie 


Aas 4% 1 


f y/ ,° ly 
Nba we 


“JHE DEV/L TAKETH H/M UP 
x = /NTOAN EXCEEDING H/GH 
. MOUNTAIN.” (MAT7.4:8.) 

2 fe Bp * ‘ 


THE EXCEEDING 
" HIGHER MOUNTAIN ! 


"ene | 


The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Surday School Times. 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in 
He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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completed 
the word of the Psalmist and said, ‘ 
that I 
That 
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manifested together in relation to re- 
demption., 

The heavens, after millenniums of 
silence, could at last open on a Man— 
“the second man”—the Lord from 
Heaven (1 Cor. 15:47). The Spirit de- 
scended as a dove and abode on the Son; 
and the Father testified, “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am _ well 
pleased.” 

This passage of Scripture is the be- 
ginning of the picture, so to speak, which 
is finished on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion, where the same Speaker is heard 
giving the same testimony regarding the 
Son. And, that it is in relation to re- 
demption is clearly seen there, for Moses 
and Elijah talked with Him about “his 
decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). 

The unique Son of God died that we 
might become sons of God and enter the 
heavens which He shall open at His re- 
turn (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). It is to be re- 
gretted that there is so little enjoyment 
of the reality of this among us who are 
the beloved children of God through 
faith in Christ. 

A Hindu convert in India could neither 
read nor write, but had others read the 
Bible to him. His favorite verse was 
John 1:12: “As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.” “I have received Him,” 
said he, “so I have become a son of 
God.” He went back to his village radi- 
antly happy. “I have become a child of 
God,” he cried. His life was so trans- 
formed, and his simple testimony so ef- 
fective that the villagers wanted to be- 
come “sons of God,” too. He won many 
to Christ. Why? Just because he—a 
poor, illiterate Hindu—realized that he 
had indeed become a son of God, and 
longed for others to become sons also. 
Oh, that each believer were radiantly 
happy in the realization of his wonder- 
ful relationship to the Lord! 


“Then was Jesus led up of the spirit 
... to be tempted of the devil” (Matt. 
4:1) —When? Right after that glorious 
scene on the bank of the Jordan! 
Right after His anointing! Right after 
the Father’s acknowledgment of Him! 
Strange, isn’t it? Yet not strange. When 
did Job’s trials begin? After God's tes- 
timony concerning him! When did Is- 
rael’s begin? After they were delivered 
from Egypt, the house of bondage and 
the furnace of affliction, and the Lord 
had acknowledged them as His people! 
When do our trials begin? After we 
are authorized to speak of ourselves as 
the children of God! 

The Lord is our example in tempta- 
tion, as in all else. To each of the 
Devil’s propositions He answered, “It 
is written,” and then quoted the appro- 
priate passage of Scripture. .We have 
the same provision. It remains for us 
to let the Word of Christ dwell in us 
richly in all wisdom. Then the Spirit 
can bring to our minds the exact quo- 
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tation with which to answer the Devil. 
Without the Word, we are no match for 
him. 

The Greek poet, Homer, describes 
temptation to us in various forms. 
Among other things, he asserts: “It is 
like Circe, who sat in the doorway of 
her royal palace with beckoning hands 
to those who passed by. When they 
yielded to her allurements and came in, 
she ushered them immediately through 
the drawing rooms to the banquet hall, 
where she sat them down at a table 
spread with the richest viands and with 
sparkling wines, the nectar of the gods, 
mixed with richest spices, but, also, alas! 
drugged with poison. When they drank 
the perfumed wine, they at once became 
her victims.” 

David said, “By the word of thy lips 
I have kept me frem the paths of the 
destroyer” (Psa, 17:4). Napoleon Bona- 
parte had a coat of armor made which 
was claimed to be impenetrable. He put 
it on, stood and thought a moment, and 
then said: “I am not prepared to risk 
this myself. The man who invented and 
made it must stand the test,” and the 
inventor and manufacturer walked out 
in front of the General, challenged him, 
and said he would wear it and Napoleon 
could shoot at him. He put on his coat 
of armor, and stood up before the Gen- 
eral and waited for his bullets. Napo- 
leon battered away at it, and every bul- 
let glanced off and fell down with a thud. 
Napoleon was convinced, paid him an 
immense amount of money, and used his 
armor. It had stood the supreme test. 

We say reverently, the Lord Jesus, 
who recommends the armor, has worn 
it Himself, and it has stood the batter- 
ing of the enemy. He put on the whole 
armor of God and stood in the day of 
fierce battle. We can do it. Anyone 
who uses “It is written” wins the vic- 
tory. 

“From that time Jesus began to 
preach” (Matt. 4:17)—And preaching 
has been God’s method of reaching men 
ever since. Thank God for everything 
else that can be used to His glory, but 
nothing should take the place of preach- 
ing the Word. The last charge which 
the apostle gave before going to his ex- 
ecution, was, “I charge thee therefcre 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and his kingdom; 
Preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:1, 2). Be- 
cause the Word is living and powerful, 
it should have the pre-eminent place 
in meetings. 

From “Moody Marches On,” we take 
the following: When Dwight L. Moody 
was dedicating the first building of what 
later became the Moody Bible Institute, 
he gave the cornerstone a_ vigorous 
whack with the trowel and then made 
an invocation to this effect: “Lord, you 
know that what this old world need; 
more than anything else is Thy Word 
We pray that if the day ever comes 
when anything contrary to the Bible is 
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taught here, you will wipe this school 
from the face of the earth.” 
Wawona, CALIF, 


v 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our Lord Jesus Christ 

came to this world not merely to be 
an example, as some misguided teachers 
are saying, but to be the Saviour of the 
world—your Saviour and mine—to shed 
His precious blood on Calvary that our 
sins might be forgiven. That was the 
main purpose of His coming. Don’t let 
that fact ever get away from you. 

At the same time, He did set us ex- 
amples of true Christian living, “leav- 
ing us an example, that ye should follow 
his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21), and one of them 
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is recorded in our lesson for today. It was 
the way in which He met temptation; did 
you notice it? When Satan tempted 
Him, He used the Word of God to an- 
swer him. That is the sovereign way 
to overcome temptation. Our Lord 
quoted from the sixth and eighth chap- 
ters of Deuteronomy. Satan also quoted 
from the Ninety-first Psalm, but the 
difference is this: Jesus quoted for the 
glory of God; Satan quoted to deceive. 
Men quote Scripture sometimes merely 
for selfish ends. Politicians have mis- 
used God’s Word to support their argu- 
ments, and jokers quote the Bible in jest 
in the effort to make a story funny. All 
this is blasphemous; and blasphemy can 
be fatal. 

But God’s Word is wonderful in the 
crisis of a temptation. Jesus used it 
with telling effect, for the Devil could 
not stand it. “Then the devil leaveth 
him, and, behold, angels came and min- 
istered unto him” (Matt. 4:11). Surely 
if the Son of God found it necessary to 
use the Word as a fighting weapon (“The 
sword of the Spirit!”) your father’s son 
and mine leave that sword sheathed at 
our peril (see Eph. 6:17). 

There is another reason for using 
God’s Word when tempted. Some of our 
temptations come from within. It is 
Satan’s favorite field of action, They seem 
to germinate in our imagination, with- 
out any suggestion from the outside. They 
must be nipped in the bud, or they will 
develop into action and become too 
strong to control. Only the Word of 
God, used by the Holy Spirit, can pene- 
trate to that inside arena where the 
poison starts. “For the word of God is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any twoedged sword, piercing even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and mar- 
row, and is a_ discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 


4:12). The imagination is so tricky, so 
subtle. It can start a vile thought be- 


fore you know it—without warning. So 
here is a keen blade for you, fellows; 
it will go down into that secret chamber 
like a split atom and throw the enemy 
out at the start. Memorize it and have 
it ready for use at all times—day or 
night: “for though we walk in the flesh, 
we do not war after the flesh: (for the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Cor. 10:3-5). (All the above italics are 
mine.) Wear that blade at your side 
at all times, night as well as day, ready 
to unsheath and thrust the first instant 
of imagination’s flash; keep on repeating 
it until the Devil is gone; and an angel 
will come and minister to you! Try it, 
fellows. I know. 
Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ATERIALS needed: notebook and 

pencil fer each girl. Letter J and 
silhouette of fish to trace, blue paper 
and gold paper for J’s, gray or black 
paper for fish, scissors and paste. 

We are going to spend the next six 
months on the Gospel of Matthew. Mat- 
thew is cne of the greatest books in the 
Bible. The entire Old Testament points 
to one person: one who was to come 
to redeem man, and who also was to 
rule this world in righteousness. Mat- 
thew proves that Jesus of Nazareth 
was that person, the one who fulfilled 
all the Old Testament prophecies con- 
cerning the coming Messiah. As we read 
Matthew this quarter, let us mark in 
our Bibles all the references we find to 
Old Testament Scriptures. 

I bought a notebook for each cf you 
the same size as this one I made for 
myself. As you can see, there is one 
page for each chapter in the book. Un- 
der each chapter are listed one or two 
main events, an illustration and an out- 
standing verse. 

Today we are starting with Matthew 
3 in order to save the first two chapters 
for the Christmas season. So we will 
leave the first two pages of this note- 
book blank until that time. 

Let us read Matthew 3 today and then 
fill out that page. Read the first three 
verses. Here is a reference to Isaiah 
40:3. Mark Matthew 3:3 in your Bible 
for it is one of the references that iden- 
tifies John the Baptist as the forerunner 
of Christ. 

Now read down to verse 12. What did 
John the Baptist call the Pharisees? (A 
generaticn of vipers.) This sounds 
harsh, but it was true, as we shall see 
when we read how they treated the 
Lord Jesus. To tell them the straight 
truth was the only hope of waking them 
up to feel their need of a Saviour. What 
did John say about Jesus in verse 11? 
(He was mightier than John.) Yes, and 
He was also far greater. John said he 
was unworthy even to unloose the shoes 
of the Messiah. John was great, but 
the Lord Jesus was infinitely greater. 

Read the rest of chapter 3. John 
theught he ought not to baptize Jesus 
because he knew that Christ was sin- 
less, therefore better than he, holy man 
though he was. The baptism of Jesus 
is one of the occasions when we see that 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit are three distinct per- 
sons. How is this shown? (Gcd the 
Father spoke from Heaven, as God the 
Son was coming up out of the River 
Jordan and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon Him.) 

Under “Mathew 3” in our new note- 
books we can write “The Preaching of 
John the Baptist” and “The Baptism of 
Jesus.” Here are some patterns of capi- 
tal J, some blue paper and some gold. 


September 20, 1952 


I made a blue letter J to stand for John 
the Baptist, because blue reminds us of 
the God who lives above the sky, and 
He sent John. The J to stand for Jesus 
is gold, because He was the Son of God. 
You know I am hoping that every one 
cf you girls will some day be a Sunday 
school teacher. You will find a note- 
book like this a great help. Even little 
children can quickly learn which J 
stands for John and which for Jesus. 

What verse do you like best in this 
chapter? I chose the last one. Copy 
the one you like best underneath the 
two J’s. 

Now let us read Matthew 4:1-4, Mark 
verse 4, as it refers to Deuteronomy 
8:3. Read on down to verse 11, and you 
will find three more Old Testament ref- 
erences. (Verse 6.) Correct. That is 
a quotation from Psalm 91:11, 12. The 
Devil quoted this Scripture, but he did 
not quote it correctly. He left out an 
important phrase, “to keep thee in all 
thy ways.” “Showing off” could not be 
one of the ways of the holy Son of God. 
Satan and his followers may quote 
Scripture, but they take it out of its 
context, and so twist the meaning. Watch 
out for this, (Verse 7 is another Old 
Testament reference.) Right. That is 
frcm Deuteronomy 6:16. The Lord Jesus 
quoted this verse to rebuke Satan for 
tempting Him, showing that He is God. 
Verse 10 is a reference to Deuteronomy 
6:13. Mark it also. 

Did you notice that our Lord quoted 
Scripture every time Satan came to Him 
with temptation? That shows how we 
also may get the victory. Psalm 119:11 
says, “Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 
May this be true of each one of us! 

Now read the rest of the chapter 
and you will find cne more Old Testa- 
ment reference. (Verses 15, 16.) That 
is a quotation from Isaiah 9:1, 2. What 
else is recorded in the rest of the chap- 
ter? (Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, 
and John. He taught and healed the 
people.) 

Let's do “Matthew 4” in our notebooks 
now. Under that, we can write, “The 
Temptation of Jesus” and “Jesus Called 
Four Fishermen.” Here is a silhouette 
of a fish for you to trace. It will help 
your future pupils to remember that 
four of the disciples were fishermen. It 
can also remind them of Matthew 4:19, 
if you write underneath the fish as I 
did, “Jesus said, ‘Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.’” 

Your notebooks look nice, and I be- 
lieve you will find them useful with 
your future pupils. Usually we will do 
only one page, but we wanted to get off 
to a good start today. However, before 
class time is over, let us think back to 
what we learned about Christ. He was 
greater mightier, and better than even 
the great and good John the Baptist. 
He was God Himself, yet He allowed the 
Devil, one of His creatures, to tempt 
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Him. He resisted temptation with the 
Word of God. Then He went forward 
to do God’s will, preaching, teaching, and 
healing all manner of sickness in all 
Galilee. Remember that Jesus healed 
all that came unto Him. He never “lost 
a case,” and He will never lose one soul 
that trusts in Him. Are you one of 
those who trusts in Him? No matter 
what is your trouble He can save you 
and He can keep you. No wonder He 
is called the central figure of the Bible. 
He is also the central figure of the uni- 
verse. Do you know Him? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Jesus Chooses God’s Way (Matt. 3:16 to 4:4) 
HAT glorious kings David and 
Solomon were! (Review.) But 

each chose his own way sometimes and 

sinned, and was punished (2 Sam 24:15; 

1 Kings 11:11, 13). Later, there wasn’t 

any king at all. It seemed as if God 

was not going to keep His promise to 

David that his family would be king 

forever (2 Sam. 7:16). It was a long- 

distance promise. About six hundred 
years after the time of the kings, a baby 

was born into David’s family, not in a 

palace, but in a barn. An angel gave 

this baby’s mother a promise (Luke 

1:32, 33). Do you remember what the 

Wise Men asked when they were looking 

for the Baby Jesus? (Matt, 2:2.) But 

there was no crown for Jesus yet—He 
had to wait longer than David, the 
shepherd boy. 

We are going to learn about King Jesus 
from the stories His friend Matthew 
wrote (Give a Gospel to each child 
who has no Bible.) We will hear King 
Jesus tell about His Kingdom, and how 
the people in His country (Kingdom) 
live. Is the Lord Jesus your King? 
Our Memory Verse today is another 
prayer of King David: “Teach me to 
do thy will; for thou art my God” (Psa 
143:10; compare with Memory Verse for 
Sept. 7). Very likely the Lord Jesus 
used these prayers. We can use them 
ourselves today. 

There was Jesus coming to John the 
Baptist to be baptized. He had no sins 
to be sorry for. Why should He be bap- 
tized? John the Baptist thought there 
was no need. But for some reason God 
wanted Jesus to be baptized. So Jesus 
came. Do you know what King Jesus 
asks all His people to do? Believe and 
be baptized (Mark 16:15, 16). Have you 
chosen God’s way and obeyed? “Teach 


me to do thy will; for thou art my God.” 
(Give further explanation if there are 
pupils who should take this step.) 
Tnen came the test with the Devil. 
The Spirit led, and Jesus obeyed. Can 
you tell 
were? 


what the three temptations 
Would Jesus get rich for Him- 
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self, or show off, or please the Devil 
even once to get honor and glory? No, 
He looked to God for God’s way. And 
every time He found God’s will written 
in the Bible. So He just used that. What 
temptations did you have this week to 
take things not intended for you, to 
show cff, or get honor some wrong way? 

(Show a picture of Jesus calling Mat- 
thew. Paste it on the cover of a scrap- 
book or notebook with at least twenty- 
eight pages.) Now if you boys and 
girls will each read chapters 3 and 4 
of Matthew’s stories about King Jesus, 
we will do something with this note- 
book next week No, you won't have 
to write anything. But be sure you try 
to remember all the stories. (Show the 
children the mark of paragraph division 
in the chapters, so they can divide the 
reading into short portions.) Watch out 
that the Devil doesn’t tempt you to be 
lazy and not read them, or next Sunday 
you may be tempted to get honor un- 
fairly! 

Our study of Matthew will be con- 
tinued for a six months’ period. Our 
intention is to paste into the scrapbook 
a picture to illustrate each story of the 
entire Gospel—what we may call a vis- 
uvalized Gospel of Matthew. Each child 
who has read the chapter will sign his 
name. Each week a different child may 
take the book home to retell the stories 
to whatever audience he has—a means 
cf witnessing to the Lord Jesus. If pic- 
tures of Bible stories are available in 
sufficient numbers, each pupil may make 
his own book. The first two chapters 
of Matthew will be taken up at Christ- 
mastime. Be praying that each child’s 
heart will be open to this continuous 
reading of the Word of Ged, for its ef- 
fect in his life, and for his witness to 
others. 

ORONO, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 


ILLY was only a few years older 

than you boys when he was given 
a sailboat—not a toy boat, but a very real 
boat. And Billy could sail it, too! Often 
he took his friends sailing, and both 
they and he loved that. 

Sometimes Billy had to say to his 
friends, “I’m sorry, but we can’t go 
sailing today. There’s no wind.” And 
occasionally he had to say, “The wind 
is blowing so hard and the water is so 
rough that it would not be safe to sail 
today.” 

How different a sailboat is from a 
steamship! The captain of a steamship 
never has to tell his passengers that 
there can be no sailing. The engine of 
the ship keeps it gliding through the 
sea, and so it makes no difference 
whether or not there is any wind. Even 
when great waves break over the decks 
of the ship, it continues to plow through 
the ocean. On and on it goes, regard- 
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less of the weather. The storm proves 
how strong the ship really is. 

Do you know that there are sailboat 
Christians and steamship Christians? 
There are. Some Christians are per- 
fectly true to the Lord Jesus as long as 
the wind is just right. If the pecple they 
are with are Christians, then they sail 
right along and do the things that Chris- 
tians should do and do not do the things 
that Christians should not do. But if 
they are with a crowd of people who 
do not care about the Lord Jesus, then 
they stop sailing. Sometimes the sea of 
life gets rough, and they have hard 
places, and the wind gets so strong and 
the temptations so great that the poor 
sailboat Christians get so discouraged 
that they do not live for the Lord Jesus 
at all, 

The steamship Christians are not like 
that. They always live for the Lord 
Jesus. If they are with folks who hate 
Him and laugh at God’s Word, it makes 
They go right 
on living exactly as Christians should 
live. They do not lie regardless of how 
many lies the others tell, for they know 
that Christians should never tell lies 
(Eph, 4:25). Although his friends may 
not believe God or God’s Word, the 
steamship Christian has great faith and 
always believes God. Even though his 
friends laugh at him, he asks God fer 
wisdom in his school work; and he be- 
lieves God will give ait to him (Jas. 
1:5, 6). 

Who knows what is the great differ- 
ence between the sailboat and the steam- 
ship? Right! The steamship has an 
engine. You cannot see the engine sim- 
ply by looking at the ship, but away 
down inside of it the engine is there. 
Sailboat Christians depend on conditions 
on the outside, but steamship Chris- 
tians depend on what is on the inside. 
And what is it that keeps the Christian 
going? What is it that keeps him from 
sinning? What is it that keeps the Chris- 
tian faithful to God? It is having the 
Word of Ged in his heart. “Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not sin against thee [God]” (Psa. 119:11). 

The Lord Jesus Christ was absolutely 
perfect, and never, never sinned. But 
even though He was the Son of God, He 
knew that it was necessary to have 
God’s Word in His heart, and then 
when Satan tempted Him to do wrong, 
He immediately answered Satan with 
verses from God’s Word. 

atan is always busy tempting Chris- 
tians. And he certainly tempts you. He 
will tempt you to discbey Mother. But 
whenever he does, and you feel like 
being disobedient, you should say, “Chil- 
dren, obey your parents” (Col. 3:20). 
And then you should do _ whatever 
Mother wants you to do. When Satan 


tempts you not to read the Bible, you 
should say, “As newborn babes, desire 
the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
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may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). Then 
you should get your Bible and read it 
at once. That is doing exactly what the 
Lord Jesus did when Satan tempted 
Him, you see. 

Every week here in Sunday school 
we will hide God’s Word in our hearts. 
Then when Satan comes with his temp- 
tations, we will be able to be good 
steamship Christians—always doing the 
things that please Him, just as He did 
the things which pleased God, His 
Heavenly Father. 


% 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables."" Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 
The Important Thing.—Lo, I come 
. to do thy will, O God (Heb. 10:7, 
Golden Text). When someone asked a 
missionary if he liked his work in Af- 
rica, he replied: “Do I like this work? 
No, my wife and I do not like dirt. 
We have reasonably refined sensibilities, 
We do not like crawling into vile huts 
through goat refuse. We do not like 
association with ignorant, filthy, brutish 
people. But is a man to do nothing for 
Christ he does not like? Liking or dis- 
liking has nothing to do with it. We 
are here to do the will of God.”—From 
the Southport Methodist Magazine, Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Robbers Don’t Bother the Poor.— 
Then was Jesus led up of the _ spirit 
... to be tempted of the devil (Matt. 
4:1). John Bunyan wisely places the 
Valley of Humiliation and the wrestling 
with Apollycn after the sweet refresh- 
ment of the Beautiful House, with all 
its holy communings. The old highway 
robbers never took any risk with a poor 
man, but always watched for one who 
had plenty cf money upon him. In like 
manner it is the new convert, the rich 
soul, the successful Christian worker, 
that the Devil attacks, for he would rob 
us of our riches—From Dr. Scroggie. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Space Reserved.—Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God 
(Matt. 4:4). George Douglas tells a story 
of a young man who was packing his 
trunk for his first long journey away 
from home. He packed one article after 
another: suits, shoes, clothes, books, and 
finally his tennis racket and balls, There 
remained just about six inches by four 
inches. His friend who was watching 
him said: “What are you going to pack 
there?” “I have reserved this corner 
to pack a guidebook, a lamp, a looking 
glass, a volume of poems, a microsope, a 
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telescope, several fine biographies, a 
package of love letters, a book of songs, 
some histories, a hammer, and a sword. 
I am going to put in that little space 


the Bible my mother gave me.—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto, Can. 

Twisted to Man’s Standards.—And 


saith unto him, If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down: for it is written, 
He shall give his angels charge concern- 
ing thee: and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 
thy foot against a stone (Matt. 4:6). 
There is a story of a collector of etch- 
ings who enjoyed having one of the 
leaning tower of Pisa over his desk, but 
was disturbed because, though he 
straightened it every morning, the next 
day he found it hanging crooked. At 
last he asked the maid if she were re- 
sponsible for its lopsided condition. 
“Why, yes,” she said, “I have to hang it 
crooked to make the tower hang 
straight.” Even so, some find it neces- 
sary to twist the Scriptures in order to 
justify their own actions and try to 
make their lives appear right.—From 
New Century Leader. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans, 


Conquered by the Word.—Jesus said 


unto him, It is written again ,.. (Matt. 
4:7). A physician, bright but critical, 
went to hear D, L. Moody. Although 


he had not thought of such a result, he 
was converted. When asked the reason 
for his change of heart, he said: “I went 
to hear Mr. Moody with no other idea 
than to have something to laugh at. I 
knew he was no scholar, and I felt sure 
I could find many flaws in his argument, 
But I found I could not get at the man. 
He stood there hiding behind the Bible, 
and just fired one Bible text after an- 
other at me till they went home to my 
heart straight as bullets from a rifle. I 
tell you, Moody’s power is in the way 
he has his Bible at the tip of his tongue.” 
Jesus didn’t convert the Devil; He did 
not set out to, but He defeated the 
Devil’s purpose with the Word, and in 
just that same way Moody defeated the 
physician——From Christian Instructor, 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Decoration of Death—All these 
things will I give thee (Matt. 4:9). 
There once existed in Russia a noble 
order of ‘merit which was much coveted 


by the princes and noblesse. It was, 
however, conferred only on peculiar 
favorites of the Czar or distinguished 


heroes of the Kingdom. 
Class shared its honor in a very ques- 
tionable form. Those nobles who either 
became a burden to the Czar, or stood in 
his way, received the decoration only 
to die. The pin point was tipped with 
poison, and when the order was being 
fastened on the breast by the imperial 
messenger, the flesh of the person was 
accidentally pricked. Next morning the 
individual so highly honored with im- 


But another 
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perial favor was dead. Thus Satan of- 
fered to confer a brilliant decoration on 


Christ as he had done to our first par- 


ents. “The wages of sin is death.”— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. 


Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration, 


The False Gospel of Delay.—Repent: 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand 
(Matt. 4:17). A minister of the Gospel 
determined on one occasion to preach 
on the text, “Now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
While in his study thinking, he fell 
asleep and dreamed that he was carried 
into hell and set down in the midst of 
a conclave of lost spirits. They were 
assembled to devise means whereby they 
might get at the souls of men. One 
rose and said, “I will go to the earth 
and tell men that the Bible is all a fable, 
that it is not divinely appointed of God.” 
No, that would not do. Another said, 
“Let me go: I will tell men that there is 
no God, no Saviour, no Heaven, no hell.” 
“No, that will not do; we cannot make 
men believe that.” Suddenly one arose 
and with a wise mien suggested, “No, I 
will journey to the world of men, and 
tell them that there is a God, that there 
is a Saviour, that there is a Heaven— 
yes, and a hell, too; but I'll tell them 
there is NO HURRY; tomorrow will do.” 
And they sent him—From Biblical 
Treasury. Sent by Martin M, Hyzer, An- 
des, N. Y. 
Ww 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 
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Accurate and Readable... “An excellent, 
accurate translation in delightfully clear 
and readable modern English, prepared 
by a well-trained scholar who believes 
the Gospel.’ 











—Sunday School Times 
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Best in Field . . . 

“It is the best transla- 

tion of the New Testa- 
ment in the English lan- 
: guage."’"—J.R. Mantey, Professor, 

“Northe rn Baptist Theological Seminary. 
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“We believe most earnest, intelligent students 
will welcome this work with thanksgiving.” 

—Our Hope 
“Well adapted to devotional reading in the 
family circle as well as a valuable aid in pri- 
vate Bible study.” —Moody Monthly 


“Every young person will especially appre- 
ciate its clarity and smoothness 


—Youth Today 
575 pages, 5'4x7% inches 
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Bookstore 
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JUDSON PROMOTION CERTIFICATES 


Here is a choice series that offers some- 
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S. Bibles We have the new pocket- 

size as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit, FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Enjoy the Autumn foliage 
Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


Was Christ Crucified 
on Friday . . . Or? 


is a new book of eleven chapters, four charts, and a 
Scriptural calendar of Passion Week. Considered a 
very exhaustive treatise of the subject. 
Price $1.25 
Rev. A. G. Kruschwitz, D.C. 
347 N. William Street Marine City, Michigan 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Ministering to the WM and traini 
young women for medical services 


The new Indian Government demands the upgrading of 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 

















want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We need your support for our American missionary surgeon 
on the field. Send your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R. D. 
3, Norristown, Pa. 
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EE catelog—lowest 
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cover. 
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Reaching Chinese by the 
Printed Page 


WHERE? Hong Kong, For- 

yz mosa, Philippines, 
— Indo-China,Siam,In- 
donesia, and North 
America. 
By the Bible Maga- 
zine (Bi-Monthly), 
The Companion (monthly), books, tracts, posters, 
and newspaper evangelism. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1. Send us names and ad- 
dresses of Chinese and those interested in Chinese, 
to whom we may send samples of our literature. 
2. PRAY for the literature going out from our 
branches in Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang, and 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


THE ALLIANCE PRESS 
BOX 549 WHEATON, ILL. 























The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 797) 
1. Tax collecting. A tax collector was 
called a “publican.” 

2. Levi (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27). 

3. A baptism of repentance, in prep- 
aration for the coming of the Saviour 
(Acts 19:4). 

4. His baptism (Matt. 3:17), the trans- 
figuration (Luke 9:35), and the coming of 
the Greeks (John 12:28). 

5. In the wilderness of temptation, 
and in the garden of agony (Luke 22: 
43). 

6. It came immediately after a great 
blessing (Matt. 3:16, 17). 

7. It suggested that Jesus, as Son of 
God, act independently of the Father in 
order to meet His need as man. 

8. “To keep thee in all thy ways.” 

9. The reference was to creating arti- 
ficial situations in which one might claim 
help promised only in the path of obe- 
dience to the will of God. 

10. The Word of God—quoting Deuter- 
onomy 8:3; 6:16; 6:13. 

ELMHuRST, ILL, 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lene, Jr. 





Sunday, October 5 


1. What Is the Church? 

(Matt. 16:13-19; Acts 2:41-47) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

OUR topics, beginning with this one, 

direct our thoughts to the Christian 
Church, and we begin the series by find- 
ing out what God’s Word has to say in 
answer to the question of our tcpic for 
this week, “What Is the Church?” 

The word “church” that we find in our 
New Testament comes from a Greek 
root which means, “an assembly of 
called-out ones.” In this sense, the 
Children of Israel, called out of Egypt 
and assembling in the wilderness, con- 
stituted a church. But the New Testa- 
ment church is quite different from 
Israel in many respects (see Acts 7:38 
and Heb, 12:23). 

4 

Its Founder.—The Christian Church 
did not just happen accidentally, as a 
little group of believers in Christ gath- 
ered together on the first day of the 
week after Pentecost. It was conceived 
and planned by the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 16:18). 

ope 

Its Foundation.—Contrary to the claims 
of Rome, the Church’s foundation is not 
the “little rock,” Peter; but the bedrock, 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, whom 
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Peter confessed as “the Christ, the Son 
of the living God” (Matt. 16:18, 16). 
This Peter himself tells us in 1 Peter 
2: 4-9. 


ong 


Its Structure—The Christian Church 
is not any particular cencmination, and 
is not even made up of all Protestants, 
but of all believers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, regardless of their denomina- 
tional label (1 Pet. 2:9, 10). It is the 
spiritual body of Christ (Eph. 1:7-14, 22 
2:15; 3:4-6; 1 Cor, 12:12-28). It is a 
“spiritual house. an holy priesthood” 
made up of living stones, Christ Him- 
self being the chief cornerstone (1 Pet. 
2:5, 6). 


ane 
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Its Permanence.—On the word of its 
Founder, even the gates of hell will not 
prevail against the Church of Christ 
(Matt. 16:18). With reference to liv- 
ing believers, the Church is often spoken 
of as the “church militant,” because she 
is now engaged in a warfare against 
Satan and all the powers of darkness. 
But those who have died trusting in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour are 
often referred to as the “Church trium- 
phant,” because they have won the 
victory through Christ and have ceased 
from their labors. 


Its Message—The Church’s one great 
message is the Gospel—that “Christ died 
for our sins acccrding to the scriptures; 
and that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to 
the scriptures” and was seen of men (1 
Cor. 15:3, 4). This was the message that 
Peter preached at Pentecost (Acts 2), 
and it was the “word” that men “re- 
ceived” on that day and were thereby 
added to the Church. It was the mes- 
sage that Paul preached and which men 
believed and were thereby saved. The 
Church today may and should speak out 
on other spiritual truths and certain 
moral issues, but its great and important 
message is the Gospel, and if it is neg- 
lecting that message, it is missing the 
great purpose for which it was founded. 


one 


Its One Condition of Membership.— 
Our Scripture portion in Acts 2:41-47 
reminds us that the Lord (not men) 
added individuals to the Church as they 
believed the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and accepted Him as their Sav- 
iour. This has been the one condition 
of admission to the Church of Christ 
down through the ages. Anyone who has 
nct fulfilled that condition is not a mem- 
ber of the true Church. 

432 

Its Mission.—The Lord Jesus said to 
His little group of disciples, “Ye are 
witnesses of these things” (Luke 24:48), 
and, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea. 
and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). In 





Lessot 


His gr 
17 He 
the wo 
the wo 

The | 
men as 
istry, k 
men it 
all bel 
writter 
ical eV 
cerning 
as He 
It behc 
fore, al 
membe 
cur Le 
sion of 
look at 


PHIL! 


Pre 
CA 
t er 
sion Pr 
tober ; 
electior 
ob erve 
in thei 
friends 
prayer 
In sé 
says in 
“God 
the con 
entire 
of men 
fairs. 
makes 
carryin 
for wo 
ably or 
govern! 
attitude 
“God 
seech 
voting | 
be our 
Copie 
color f 
prayer 
church 
may be 
Commi: 
Salle § 
that pe 
with y 
Will 
and ant 
church, 
about i 


L 


HE 

Cru 
middle 
ing sto} 
make < 
There 
Biblical 





° 





Lesson for October 5 


His great intercessory prayer in John 
17 He said, “As thou hast sent me into 
the world, even so have I sent them into 
the world.” 

The Lord Jesus no longer walks among 
men as in the days of His earthly min- 
but He does walk and talk among 


istry, 
men in His Spiritual body made up of 
all believers, and this apart from the 


written Word, constitutes the only phys- 
ical evidence to the world today con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus until such time 
as He returns and is seen of all men. 
It behooves the Church of Christ there- 
fore, and every one of us as individual 
members of it, to give a true witness to 


cur Lord and Master. What impres- 
sion of Him do unbelievers get as they 
look at you? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Pre-Election Day of Prayer 





our nation has 
Great Commis- 
Wednesday, Oc- 
our national 
are urged to 


CALL to prayer for 

been issued by the 
sion Prayer League for 
tober 29, 1952, preceding 
elections. All Christians 
ob erve this day of prayer in private, 
in their families, with choice Christian 
friends, and to encourage assemblies for 
in churches and communities. 
out this call, the League 


prayer 

In sending 
says in part: 

“God would have you exercised about 
the coming electicn. The welfare of the 
entire nation is bound up in the type 
of men who will head up national af- 
fairs. The Bible, concerning rulers. 
makes this clear. If in our day the 
carrying out of the great commission 
for world evangelization will be favor- 
ably or adversely affected by the elected 
government, it will be because of the 
attitude of the Lord’s people. ... 

“God only knows men. So let us be- 
seech Him to graciously manage the 
voting so that mercy, not judgment, may 
be our portion in this national election.” 

Copies of a nine-by-twelve-inch two- 
color poster telling about the day of 
prayer and suitable for placing on your 
church or Sunday school bulletin board 
may be had without cost from the Great 


Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La 
Salle St.. Chicago 10. It is suggested 
that postage for mailing be included 


with your request. 

Will you urge your pastor to plan for 
and announce this day of prayer in your 
church, and will you tell your friends 
about it? 

% 


The Bible Lands. Cruise 


HE Wheaton College Bible Lands 

Cruise will sail frcem New York the 
middle of February, 1953, and after mak- 
ing stops at many important cities, will 
make an extended stay in Jerusalem. 
There will be a complete survey of 
Biblical scenes in the Holy City, includ- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


FREE 
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Puts right in your hand complete information on (1) 


the generous rate of return (which is larger than average); (2) how 
you will be assured of a regular, non-fluctuating income for the rest 
of your life; (3) the way that your Moody annuities are securely 
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have these material and spiritual dividends. 
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ing a visit to the Temple area, where 
Christ talked to the learned men as a 
boy of twelve. The site of the Temple, 
now occupied by a famous Moslem 
building, called the Mosque of Omar, 
will be the object of a special visit. 

Other places of particular interest in 
the Jerusalem area to be visited will 
include the Church of the Holy Sep- 
ulchre, Gordon’s Calvary, the Garden 
Tomb, and the Tombs of the Kings. 

The trip is open to Christians of all 
ages. For descriptive bulletin, write to 
Dr. Joseph P. Free, cruise director, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Il. 





SOMETHING NEW and SENSATIONAL in 






[ast uperb Satin Velour & Metallic 


Ss 
Show Rich New Cards never be- 
fore offered. Amazing Value! Gets 
Easy Orders FAST! Pays up to 
100% Cash Profit. Big Line. 
FREE Samples of 30 Gorgeous 
Christmas Cards with Name 50 #t7m 
for $1.25 up. New magic GLO- [ARs | Name 
IN-THE-DARK Tree Orna- E Samples 
ments, ‘Eo F Stationery, 
ifts. Several $1.00 Boxes APPROVAL. Write 


PURO GREETINGS, 2801 Locust, Dept.2104-L, St. Louis 3, Mo. 





New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 

part in this plan will be 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1953 


HE Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1953 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school. 


It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The [Illustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
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THE 


JEWS—in countries around the world 
—are hungry — spiritually and physically. 
Our ministry to these distressed people com- 
bines material relief with the Word of Life. 


OUR BOARD of outstanding Christian 
leaders is headed by Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, 
for thirty years a recognized leader in the 
Jewish mission field. Will you share in this 
important work? Write to Dept. S. 





EVERLASTING 
NATION 








Jacob Gartenhaus, D.D., Litt.D., President 
International Board of Jewish Missions, Inc. 
P.O. BOX 1256, ATLANTA 1, GEORGIA 
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ANNUITIES... 





READ THIS IMPORTANT 
BOOKLET Sefore YOU INVEST 





Send for free copy. Pleasant Tomorrows 
answers questions most often asked 
about annuities— helps solve your in- 
vestment problems. Write Dept. ST92. 





Wheaton’s record of having provided regular in- 
comes for more than fifty years is your assurance 
of generous annuity payments when due, regard- 
less of prevailing economic conditions. 


WHEATON COLLEGE 





WHEATON PLLINOTUS 
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dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun. 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir. 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1953 lesson list, 


Mw 
Rally Day in 1952 


T IS time to think of plans for the 

coming fall and winter in your Sun- 
day school, and an excellent help toward 
a good start in the fall work is an in. 
spirational Rally Day including the 
whole school. 

A new service for Rally Day that does 
not involve rehearsing and elaborate 
preparation has been written by Mary 
Brainerd Smith. It is called “Royal In- 
vitations,” and it includes responsive 
Scripture readings for the whole school, 
readings and recitations for the various 
departments, and original hymns set to 
familiar hymn tunes, 

“Royal Invitations” 
venient leaflet form, 
25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. Just 
address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St.. Philadelphia 5, 
and ask for the 1952 Rally Day service. 
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is available in con- 
and may be had at 


Moral Conditions in Israel 
(Continued from page 794) 


and torrential rains, loss of harvests, 
shortages of various sorts, as well as de- 
liverances from plagues of grasshoppers, 
In the old days the prophets saw in 
these things the hand of God. Israel 
today is blind to the moral meaning of 
such visitations. (And therein they are 
by no means singular.—E, G.) 

“God also projects the shadows of His 
judgments by the political situation. We 
live in times which resemble those of 
the Prophet Jeremiah. Once more Is- 
rael finds herself between two hostile 
coalitions, that of the East and of the 
West. For each of these two groups, 
this strip of land has military and eco- 
nomic importance. In addition, the 
Arabs always hope to reconquer the 
country. To which side should Israel 
turn? Her politicians argue as they did 
in the days of Jeremiah. One is for 
alliance with the West, the other with 
the East; a third for a political neutral- 
ity such as that of Switzerland. Which- 
ever choice made cannot assure Israel 
from the suffering of a future war. In 
spite of this situation, Israel can be 
saved from the fate that threatens her 
if she turn to God in truth, obeying 
the Commandments, and putting her 
trust wholly in Him that He may lead 
her by men of His choosing. 

“It recalls the times of the judges in 
the Bible. Only national distress and 
suffering led the people back to God. The 
Situation is not different today. May 
the Holy One of Israel send a servant 
who wil! conduct his people back to 
Him.” 

Abram Poljak says of Israel: “A 
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Holy Land? Yes, and likewise a seat 
of impiety. Palestine is the center of 
the world, its spiritual battlefield. An- 
gels of light fight here against angels 
of darkness. As in no other center, one 
feels the conflict against principalities 
and powers, the wickedness of the world 
of darkness.” 

Greeks have become Christians, Egyp- 
tians have become Christians, Romans 
have become Christians, Gauls, Germans, 
Slavs, and innumerable other people have 
willingly accepted Christ. Only Israel, 
to whom the Saviour came, has not in 
two thousand years found Him. “Ye 
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” 

“We must all learn,” says Dr. Wald- 
stein in conclusion, “that God says the 
last word in the actual situation. 
Whether it is a question of the eco- 
nomic organization of Israel or of its 
defense, questions of education or of 
moral problems, our ears must learn to 
discern the ‘No’ or ‘Yes’ of God. He 
condemns that which does not come from 
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Him, whether in the realm of temporal 
or religious affairs; He approves with 
His benediction that which is spirit of 
His Spirit, even if it has no relation to 
traditional forms, Jewish or Christian. 
We've to count on the fact that men 
still unknown and events to come bear 
the germ of future developments, Those 
at present considered most influential 
and most fecund will be set aside.” 





It will be seen from these quotations 
from the leaders of the Jewish Mes- 
sianic movement what is the spirit of 
that movement. And beside this Biblical 
devoutness and spiritual discernment, 
there is great ability and an interna- 
tional culture. “The Jews are the peu- 


ple de démonstration of God. Herein 
consists the election of Israel.” Hence 
we should watch with greatest atten- 


tion everything that is happening in 


Israel. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 29 to October 5 


Mon.—1 John 1. The True Light. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all.” John, 
the writer of the above, makes it clear 
that God, “the true Light” manifested 
Himself in this world in mortal flesh 
in the person of Jesus Christ. “The 
same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by him; and with- 
out him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men... . He... 
was the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world” (John 
1:2-9). God, incarnate in Christ Jesus, 
is our light and our salvation. The Light 
of the world is Jesus. Pray for the work 
of evangelism in Formosa; for the 
Christian chaplains there; and for the 
readers of Gcd’s Word (120,000 among 
national forces alone). 


Tues.—John 1:14-18. 
The Word Became Flesh. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And the Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.” The wonder of 
all divine wonders is the incarnation of 
God in Christ. Not only is this so in 
time, but it will be to every ransomed 
soul the greatest wonder to all eternity 
(Rev. 1:5). That God actually appeared 
in this world, and was what He was 
and did what He did, and was received 
up into Glory, constitutes the greatest 
fact in this world. To know Him and 
to be known of Him is our highest en- 
joyment. Pray for evangelism in Hong 
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Kong. It is important as an evangeliz- 
ing center in the Far East. 


Wed.—Matthew 3:1-6. 
Preparing the Way. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” John did this ministry of 
preparation for the Lord’s visitation of 
Israel. And we, too, as God's people, 
must prepare the way of the Lcrd in our 
hearts, homes, churches, and commu- 
nities. It falls to us to make crooked 
things straight, and to prepare a high- 
way for our God. The preparatives for 
the presence and power of the Lord 








has but one objective. 


of Jesus Christ. 


Teacher’s Name 


Without the Bible there can be no Sunday school! 
the Bible that the Sunday school is built. 
Bible available to Bibleless homes you are paving the way for a Sunday 


school and possibly even a church being established. 





There Will Be 


No 


Sunday School 


Next Week! 


In thousands of communities here 


in the United States of America and 
in other lands there will be no Sun- 
day school next week! 
areas where the Bible ts not known, 
where Christ is not 
where boys and girls know nothing 
of the love of Jesus Christ. 
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among us are of two kinds: things neg- 
lected must be attended to; and things 
wrong must be righted. His grace js 
sufficient for these ministries. What 
these evils and neglects are the Word 
of God makes plain. Pray for evange- 
lism in South Korea; especially for the 
war camps, where a half million copies 
of the Scriptures have been distributed, 


Thurs.—Matthew 3:11-15. 
The Baptism of Jesus, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then cometh 
Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 
to be baptized of him.’ Our Lord sub- 
mitted to the rite of baptism. It is a 
comfort to all pardoned souls to walk 
in His steps. And baptism is a soul- 
gladdening experience, Joy always comes 
with walking as He walked. Some make 
light of this ordinance, but Jesus did 
not, nor did the apostles. Pray for 
work of evangelism in Japan. The Bible 
has been the best seller in Japan this 
past year, 


Fri—Hebrews 2:10-18. 
Made Perfect Through Suffering. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Tc: make the cap- 
tain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings.” Our Lord, in His humilia- 
tion, partcok of our low estate, and our 
sufferings (even tasting death for every 
man) so that in “bringing many sons 
unto glory,” He might “not [be] 
ashamed to call them brethren.” What- 
ever may be our lot in the woes of life 
we find that the Lord Jesus has been 
over the pathway befcre us, and left us 
a word of hope and a bit of His comfort 
Pray for evangelism in Indo-China 
(twenty-seven million people), 


Sat.—Matthew 4:18-25. 
The Master’s Call. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Follow me, and 
I will make you fishers cf men.” It is 
easier for men to turn their eyes upon 
Jesus than to follow in His steps. But 
when the look is followed by the put- 
ting of the feet in His footprints ycu 
can look for success; for only such shall 
be “fishers of men.” Pray for Malaya. 
The Communist menace is great there. 
It is a land of problem and opportunity. 


Sun.—Joshua 24:14-21. 
Faced With a Choice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But as for me 
and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” Joshua lived in a time of 
great spiritual conflict. He and the 
whole nation were faced with a choice 
between revival and retrogression. It 
is the same today. The tide of world- 
liness is getting higher and stronger. 
Choose ye this day whom. ye will 
serve: whether the God of our 
fathers, or the new gods (ideals and 
ideologies) of our time. What is your 
answer? Pray for evangelism in In- 
donesia. 
thought of 
these islands, Bali being the one ex- 
ception. 
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